What do you like best about Jesus? His teaching - “love your enemies”; His deeds - a
leader who washed his disciples’ feet; His signs - raising Lazarus or turning water into
wine. | think we all have a bias - either Words Signs or Deeds. When you read the
gospels do you prefer the miracle stories, or the parables, or the sermon on the mount, or
events where he touched a leper or ate with tax collectors or prostitutes. Accepting we
have a bias we also need to grow in understanding of the other aspects - for Jesus lived
and proclaimed the kingdom of God by all three - Words, Signs and Deeds.

Some has said that mainline churches often love the deeds - so their Christian faith is
lived out doing the deeds of Jesus - having compassion on the poor and outcast. But
evangelical churches Ilove the word and so they preach and teach and
evangelise. Pentecostal churches love the signs and pray for miracles and see the hand
of God’s activity everywhere.

If we are to be full followers of Jesus we must be people of Word Deed and Sign. Itis the
teaching of Jesus which helps us understand the meaning of the deeds - without
awareness of the Kingdom of God are we any more than kind people? Without the
deeds we would be pious know it alls - theological egg heads. Without the signs we are
missing a whole dimension of Jesus’ ministry, we would miss out on hope.

The greatest sign of all was the resurrection on Easter Sunday - a sign that God had said
YES to Jesus when the Romans and Jewish leaders had said NO. A sign that said YES -
| accept your act of obedience and sacrifice - the people can be forgiven in your name. A
sign that says YES - | endorse your teaching (would God raise to life a person who
misrepresented him? or sinned?)

Paul as he recalls the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 emphasises “that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures” - This means the deed and sign are linked to their
fulfilment of the word (prophets such as Isaiah in Is 52-53). Just as Jesus had to interpret
the parable of the sower to his disciples so we need the divine interpretation of the sign of
the resurrection or the deed of the crucifixion..

Of course Jesus’ teaching was much more than explaining of interpreting his Signs and
Deeds but this should illustrate the need for a comprehensive overview that embraces
Word Sign and Deed.

After Easter we are promoting the E100 Bible reading challenge - a chance to explore in
100 essential bible passages, an overview of the bible and of the Words Deeds and
Signs which underlie our faith. We do hope you will join us in this and having read the
words - you might be inspired to live the deeds and pray for the signs of the kingdom.

May God bless us all making us people of word deed and sign.




2  We have had Easter Thoughts before but it is so powerful we include it again this year.
While we have not, to our recollection, printed ‘Think on this’ before,
it speaks a lot to us today.
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George MaclLeod

Thanks to Dot and lan McLeod

Reading: "For God loved the world so much that he gave his only son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Prayer: Our Father in heaven we thank you for this special time, Easter. We
remember with gratitude and wonder your death and resurrection, your amazing love for
each one of us and that you are always with us. May we be guided by your spirit in
service and love for you; to share this wonderful news. Amen.
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We may not always realise that everything we do
affects not only our lives, but touches others too.

A single happy smile can always brighten up the day
for anyone who happens to be passing by your way.
And, a little bit of thoughtfulness that shows someone you care
creates a ray of sunshine for both of you to share.
Yes, every time you offer someone a helping hand,
every time you show a friend you care and understand,
every time you have a kind and gentle word to give,
you help someone find beauty in this precious life we live.
Happiness brings happiness and loving ways bring love,
and giving is the treasure that contentment is made of.

Thank you Dot McLeod

He was born in an obscure village
He worked in an obscure carpenter’s shop until he was thirty
He became a travelling preacher
He never held a position in an office
He never had a family or owned a house
He did not go to college or university
He had no credentials but himself .....
Nine centuries have come and gone and today he is the
central figure of the human race.
All the armies that ever marched,
All the ships that ever sailed,
All the parliaments that ever governed,
And all the kings that ever reigned,

Have not affected the lives of people on this earth as He has.
Author Unknown

Thank you Margaret Madill



/ ! "%
%0 " & #

%1 & #
%2 ! &

% & # %'
&

%- $ #&
%- & # %- $ # -

%2 & | #% #
%1 , &
%1 !

%2 & # %2

) #
% & | #%0 ) #&
%1 & # %+

#&

% n
% &

# 2
)
# %
#
3 |
#& |
#1
#&
)
#
4
#&
#+
#' ) !
& [/ #
#



3" | #
0 #2 ! #
$5 67 "
# 8 0 ' ,
$ ) 3" ##0 $
977, $ . . %
! ! & | # #
! 6:9 | # 2 2 $
;o H
: ! 6:<7!
#

Janet Scott asks the question.

Who else remembers this? | well remember the church communion table
decorated with fruit (apples and grapes mainly), a loaf of unusually shaped
bread (a cottage loaf?), a crystal jug of water, sheaves of corn, jars of
preserved fruit etc. All of it was given to the Hillsbrook Children’s Home.

Perhaps it is a sign of the times that as we can buy most foods in or out of
season, it does not warrant celebrating one special time of availability and preparing for
the winter season but | do miss the service.

Incidentally, the harvest hymn | remember is; “We plough the fields and scatter the good
seed on the land”. | have been known to sing this to my husband while he is planting our
garden.

Maybe some one would like to reply. The worship committee for example? — Editor
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From the Word For Today - 19 February 2010

A central theme of the Bible is that of showing compassion. 'Suppose a brother or sister is
without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, "Go, | wish you well; keep warm
and well fed," but does nothing... what good is it... faith... if it is not accompanied by action,
is dead' (James 2:15-17 NIV). Certain types of people seem less likely to show
compassion than others. For example, 1) the visionary type who refuses to interrupt their
schedule 2) the diligent type whose work ethic gets distorted into thinking, 'l worked hard
for what I've got; so should you'3) the judgmental type who assumes the misfortune of
others is always a result of reaping what they've sown4) the insecure type who feels that
by giving to others, their own needs will go unmet5) the scripturally unenlightened type
who doesn't understand that God has promised to reward compassion: 'Oh, the joys of
those who are kind to the poor! The Lord rescues them when they are in trouble... protects
them and keeps them alive... gives them prosperity... and rescues them from their
enemies... nurses them when they are sick and restores them to health’ (Psalm 41:1-3
NLT). Jesus said, '...whatever you did for one of the least of these... you did for
me' (Matthew 25:40 NIV). Mother Teresa said, 'If you are kind, people will accuse you of
selfish motives; be kind anyway. The good you do today, most people will forget; do good
anyway. Give the world the best you've got and it may never be enough; give your best
anyway. In the final analysis it's between you and God; it was never between you and
them anyway.'

The above appeared in The Word for today by Bob Gass and distributed via e-mail from
RBG (Rhema Broadcasting Group). Should you wish to receive free daily readings such
as this, then you can arrange them via www.rhema.co.nz and click on Word for the Day.

To give God everything he ever asks for.

To throw herself fully into whatever God wanted.
To do his bidding without delay.

To be faithful in the little practices.

Her vows to God are summed up as Carte Blanche yeildedness.
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS
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