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We are in receipt of the following from Christopher Hingley 
 

���������
�	�
������	
We have had some visitors from England here this week.  It is interesting to see what they 
notice about life here, since we are so used to the strangeness of the situation that we are 
hardly aware any longer of things that strike visitors as unusual. 
One thing they noticed was the level of stress.  In church on Sunday it is not unusual for 
many people to be in tears during the service or as they talk together afterwards.  Another 
indicator of stress is sleeplessness.  I was at a conference for school heads last week and 
everyone I spoke to described the same experience: we are all tossing and turning in the 
small hours of the night. 
However, one of our visitors also asked a Christian leader here what it has been like for 
Christians in Zimbabwe over the last few weeks. He thought for a moment and said 
simply, “We have been abundantly blessed.”   A few minutes reflection on those words 
made me realize how true they are.  
Never in my life have I been more aware of the little signs of God’s grace that are there 
every day, but that can be easily missed. 
Personally, I was very worried that I had to drive back to Zimbabwe from Botswana the 
day after Morgan Tsvangirai withdrew from the Presidential run-off election, and security 
was intense with roadblocks everywhere. In a beautiful, ironic answer to prayer, some 
policemen asked me for a lift all the way from the border to Bulawayo. When the soldiers 
and police manning the roadblocks saw who my passengers were, they did not trouble 
me in any way, or even wave me down, and I was able to drive through all blocks without 
even stopping. 
Our church at Whitestone Chapel was fuller this Sunday than it has ever been in the last 
ten years.  It was packed in the morning service, and there were four times as many 
people in the evening service than there were two months ago. 
In the school, the issues we have faced this term have been: 
Hyper inflation  
Inflation has now reached well over 5 million per cent a year. Prices double every day or 
two. There is very little in the shops that anyone can afford. Yesterday one banana cost 
15 billion dollars. Salaries are virtually valueless within a day or two of being received but 
support we have received has enabled us to do something to address the crisis and help 
our staff to provide for their families.  We are doing our best to pay all staff weekly, and to 
be creative in thinking of practical ways to help them.  The problem is still huge, and this 
week we have simply not been able to pay staff because we cannot find the cash: 
banknotes are very scarce, and cheques are no longer accepted.  Having said that, we 
are grateful that no staff members have absconded or resigned this term, and they are 
just about managing to hang on in there. 
Morale  
After the election was once again stolen in June, there was a collapse of morale.  Most 
people were in despair, and you could see the signs of depression everywhere.  Two of 
our very best members of staff came to me to say that they could no longer carry on, and 
were going to resign.  Amazingly they came back a week or two later, and said that they 
had changed their minds – one because of a providential meeting she had had at Petra 
just before she was going to accept a job in another school, and the other because he 
had heard God speak to him very clearly in a Bible study challenging him about his 
commitment to stay.  Keeping and encouraging our staff is the highest priority that we 
have.               …/ 
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Transport  
We have had huge problems with school transport this term.  One Saturday, our teams 
were waiting for a fleet of buses we had hired to take them to matches in two cities about 
three hours away.  The buses never arrived, and our teams were stranded; the buses 
had been commandeered by the Government for a pre-election rally.  Two weeks later, a 
bus that we had hired to take teams to Harare broke down at dusk about 100 kilometres 
from Bulawayo, and parents had to go by car to rescue the children.  We are so grateful 
for the gifts we have received that now make it possible for us to buy two 29 - seater 
second-hand buses.  We are actively looking for buses to bring in from Japan, which 
seems to be the best value we can find. 
 

Thank you for your encouragement, prayers and support.  We should not still be here 
without them. 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and 
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those 
in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God (2 Corinthians 1:3). 
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During the latter part of August, the person who delivers your communion invitation will 
be calling, inviting you to attend the September 7th communion service at St Columba. 
 

Due to the low number of available Elders, we rely on about 20 non-Elders and past 
Elders to do this important work. 
 

Please make them welcome. Invite them in for a chat. This is a chance for you to get to 
know them and discuss what goes on at your church. You belong to our Church Family. 
Make the most of it. 
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Here is a story just for you  
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Reading: ”How great our God’s riches!  How deep are his wisdom and 
knowledge!  Who can explain his decisions?  Who can understand his ways?  
For all things were created by him, and all things exist through him and for him.  
To God be the glory for ever.  Amen”  Romans 11:33 & 36 
 
 
 
 

Prayer:   Our Father, we thank you for your creation, the beauty we see every day; may 
we be aware of your presence in our lives; giving you the Glory and Honour.  Amen�
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Subject: Computer Hard and Software  
 
Dear Tech Support, 
 
Last year I upgraded from Girlfriend 7.0 to Wife 1.0. I soon noticed that the new 
programme began unexpected child processing that took up a lot of space and valuable 
resources. In addition, Wife 1.0 installed itself into all other programmes and now monitors 
all other system activity. Applications such as Poker Night 10.3, Football 5.0, Hunting and 
Fishing 7.5, and Racing 3.6 no longer run, crashing the system whenever selected.  
 
I can't seem to keep Wife 1.0 in the background while attempting to run my favorite 
applications. I'm thinking about going back to Girlfriend 7.0, but the ‘uninstall’ doesn't work 
on Wife 1.0. Please help! 

Thanks, 
A Troubled User    (KEEP READING) 
 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
REPLY: 
 
Dear Troubled User,  
 
This is a very common problem that men complain about.  Many people upgrade from 
Girlfriend 7.0 to Wife 1.0, thinking that it is just a Utilities and Entertainment programme. 
Wife 1.0 is an OPERATING SYSTEM and is designed by its Creator to run EVERYTHING! 
It is also impossible to delete Wife 1.0 and to return to Girlfriend 7.0. It is impossible to 
uninstall, or purge the programme files from the system once installed. 
You cannot go back to Girlfriend 7.0 because Wife 1.0 is not designed to allow this. Look 
in your Wife 1.0 manual under Warnings-Alimony-Child Support. I recommend that you 
keep Wife1.0 and work on improving the situation. I suggest installing the background 
a p p l i c a t i o n  " Ye s  De a r "  t o  a l l e v i a t e  s o f t wa r e  a u gm e n t a t i o n . 
The best course of action is to enter the command C:\APOLOGIZE because ultimately you 
will have to give the APOLOGIZE command before the system will return to normal 
anyway. 
 
Wife 1.0 is a great programme, but it tends to be very high maintenance. Wife 1.0 comes 
with several support programmes, such as Clean and Sweep 3.0, Cook It 1.5 and Do Bills 
4.2. However, be very careful how you use these programmes. Improper use will cause 
the system to launch the programme Nag, Nag 9.5. Once this happens, the only way to 
improve the performance of Wife 1.0 is to purchase additional software. I recommend 
Flowers 2.1 and Diamonds 5.0! WARNING: DO NOT, under any circumstances, install 
Secretary with Short Skirt 3.3. This application is not supported by Wife 1.0 and will cause 
irreversible damage to the operating system. 
 
Best of luck, 
Tech Support 
 
Thank you Brett. 
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We have just had the ‘Kirkin’ of the Tartans’ service and the following has been provided 
by Ian McLeod regarding Clan MacLeod. 
 

MacLeod’s Daughters and MacLeod’s Sons:  
We are part of a worldwide family who are proud to be associated with each other. We are 
in nine countries: Scotland, England, France, Canada, U.S.A., Germany, South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand. Our clan is not just a family, but a collection of families known 
as Septs. For example those with the names – Beaton, Malcolm, Lewis and MacCaskill 
are, by right of their surnames, members of Clan MacLeod.  
Our ancestral home is Dunvegan Castle on the Isle of Skye. It is an impressive building 
but there are also gigantic demands on finance to prevent it from falling into disrepair. Our 
clan motto ‘HOLD FAST’ is nearly as well known as our yellow dress tartan. – Abridged 
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