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The Lord's Prayer can open our eyes to see what it is to live with the single aim of
bringing the glory of our heavenly Father. Rather than a prayer to be repeated, it can be
like a magnificent house to explore as we explore the meaning behind the words we
recite.
You are praying for a son or daughter approaching marriage, we might follow each
petition of the Lord's Prayer in turn and pray:
'Father we place into your hands this couple as they approach marriage.
May your name be hallowed on their wedding day in all that is said and done in the
service and at the reception. May your name be honoured, too, in their relationship
with one another as they prepare for marriage and as they build a home together.
May your kingdom come, may they, together, submit to your holy rule and live in a
way that pleases you.
May your will be done in every detail of the great day and in each decision of the
months and years that lie ahead. May there be a touch of heaven about this
marriage.
Give them day by day godly wisdom, and peace that they may live without anxiety
before you.
Grant them each a forgiving spirit towards one another as they adjust and settle to
married life.
Grant them grace to withstand the particular temptations that come with wealth and
position, and from would-be suitors who would break the marriage.
Finally, Father, we ask you to protect them from every kind of evil; evil from within
and evil from without, and from every onslaught of the evil one.
May your holy name be held high in this marriage, Sovereign Lord, King of Kings.'

Or, approaching a Sunday evening service we might pray:
Father, may your name be held high, honoured in our music and teaching and in all
that takes place tonight.
By your Holy Spirit, take the speaker's words and set our hearts ablaze for you, may
lives be changed, may your kingdom come . . . tonight.
Father, we commend to you all the practical arrangements; our individual tasks and
our working together. May your will be done in every detail. May there be a touch of
heaven, here, tonight." ... and so on, until we pray. . ..
'‘And Father keep us safe, tonight, from any who would disrupt and spoil the service,
and from the spiritual coldness, deadness, attacks and interference of the evil one.’

If only our national and local elections, great parliamentary debates, council or church
meetings and individual opportunities to speak for the Lord were covered and supported
by prayers like these - prayers patterned on our Lord's pattern; prayers that we can be
confident he will hear.

There is some great teaching on prayer and the Lord's Prayer at http:/
www.lords_prayer.co.uk/ourfather.html And there are study questions if you would like to
get a group together to learn together for 11 sessions.

Reading: "To him who by means of his power working in us is able to do so much more
than we can ever ask for, or even think of; to God be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus for all time for ever and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21

Prayer: O Father, how can | ever thank you enough for the fact that your
love for me is changeless? My love fluctuates, but yours is always the same.
May my love become more and more constant. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Turakina Maori Girls’ College was established in 1905 for year 9 — 13 students. The main
aims of Turakina are to support, to uplift and to strengthen our learners in order that their
guest for knowledge becomes paramount.

The Moderator, the Very Rev Graham Redding, recently visited the College, and noted
the fine spirit in the school, and the dedication of the staff. But there are also some
challenges, including growing the roll, upgrading the hostel and educational facilities, and
filling the position of Principal.

Turakina Maori Girls’ College is an integral part of our Church’s bi-cultural commitment —
we can be proud of the amazing young women who graduate, and now we need to work
to give the opportunity to many, many more.

The APW Triennial Conference gave a mandate for a special mission project in support of
Turakina, and this has now become an APW and National Church Appeal. This appeal is
to raise funds for boarding scholarships, which is a key strategy for increasing the student
roll. The aim is to fund twenty boarding scholarship of $5000 each over two years at a
total cost of $200,000. Your help is important and valuable in preserving the proud
tradition of offering Boarding Scholarships for students.

The appeal will run in August and September 2009.

E te Ariki kia aroha mai.
(Lord have mercy)
E te Karaiti kia aroha mai.
(Christ have mercy)
E te Ariki kia aroha mai.
(Lord have mercy)
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As part of the APW/MWF special project 2007/2008 the women of St Columba’s donated
several hundred dollars which was used to help with the running of the “House of the
Passage” at Recife in Brazil. Since 1989 House of Passage has worked to give the young
people and particularly the young girls who make the streets their home, the life skills and
vocational skills which will open doors to a new way of life for them.

This report from the CWS newsletter updates us on that work.

The young girls from the slums and streets of one of Brazil's poorest and most violent
cities, Recife, are like porcupines. When someone tries to get close, their spikes go out.
It is a survival instinct for living with sexual and domestic violence within gang dominated
communities. All too often it perpetuates the cycle of poverty and conflict, trapping the
girls into a sense of hopelessness and a life offering only illegal and dangerous work,
drugs, violence and sexual abuse in the home.

CWS partner, House of Passage, offers girls a different path. It's rich programme
including education, counselling, health services, vocational training, art, and music helps
improve their self esteem and gives them the chance of a “normal” life of paid work and
relatively stable relationships.

“When 1 first came, | was timid. | didn’t like to be touched; if my teacher showed me
affection, | dropped my head. | wasn't used to it,” says Gilvania. “But | grew as a human
being. | am very happy now and | have brought my calmer, tolerant, “House of Passage
self” to my home life.”

Gilvania is a role model for the change House of Passage makes possible. She is living
proof that someone can escape a community’s violence, drugs, alcoholism and
prostitution.

“I come from a family with problems,” says Gilvania openly. “When | was young my father
drank a lot, and he would hit my mother. | couldn’t do anything except cry. And the
violence grew and grew.”

At age 14, she found refuge in House of Passage. She joined a vocational course which
taught painting and handicrafts. Loving it, Gilvania did further training and was able to
support herself selling jewellery and other crafts. Then in 2007 she got a phone call.
House of Passage offered her a teaching position.

“I am so proud of myself! | never thought | could be a teacher. But now | work with four
classes of 30 girls every day.” Having come from the dangerous slums herself, Gilvania
shows her students just what is possible.

A recent report shows that through their involvement with House of Passage, 75% of the
girls in the programme have suffered less domestic violence at home and there is a 90%
reduction of girls committing physical and verbal violence. A policeman stationed at the
centre to prevent drug pushers and gangs getting to the girls explains, “This place gives
security and it is vital to containing drugs and prostitution. They learn a lot here. It's a
great formation for life and it definitely reduces crime.”
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James Armstrong in ‘The Journey That Men Make’
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Contributed by Margaret Madill
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS

mn !
#$ % $# &

Y )+
++/ 10 . %% !
1! +,

I "#




