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The next 

School Holiday Programme runs from 
Monday 12th January through to  Friday 
30th  January.  Hours are 8.00 a.m. until  
5 p.m. daily.  Contact Peter Wooten on 

843 7770 or the church office, 844 5004, 
for more details 

 
 
In addition to our Holiday 

Programmes, Kids Friendly operates  
morning and afternoon care throughout 

the school terms.  Contact Peter Wooten 
on 843 7770 or the church office,  

844 5004, for more details 
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Kool Kids meet on Sunday mornings, 
during  morning worship.   

Contact Wilma Ennor on 844 0401 for 
details. 

‘Massive’ and ‘Supa Massive’ meet 
Friday nights from 7 p.m.  They provide 

social programmes for teenagers.   
Contact is Wim Slooten on 844 9070. 
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I was thinking maybe if I was serious about competing in cycling events I really ought to 
do things real cyclists do.   As I write this I am anticipating riding round Lake Taupo this 
Saturday and I am a little scared because 160km is a long way and I don’t think I am 
ready.  Then two weeks after that I am doing a long triathlon.  I am starting to think these 
are serious events and maybe my attitude that I am a “participant” rather than a 
“competitor” is not helping me.  Competitors are more serious about what they eat, the 
way they train, their willingness to get coaching, and above all their focus. 
What made me think a little more was the question of whether I was  “playing” with 
Christianity in the same way I play with cycling.  I cycle for fun, the friends you meet, for 
the challenge and because I need to exercise.  Do I play at being a follower of Jesus for 
the fringe benefits rather than taking it seriously?   If I was a full time follower of Jesus, 
would it change the way I acted, prayed, and lived? 
That is the amazing thing about the incarnation.  God didn’t come down and pretend to be 
a human for a while - and when the going got tough pulled out returning to heaven for a 
coffee break.  He became fully human and it shaped his identity and his actions.  He 
didn’t give up doing things God’s way for a little time of compromise - he didn’t have “a 
bob each way”.  
What would it mean to be a full-time follower of Jesus?  To be Jesus in the flesh, so that 
when people saw me they would see the one I followed. Maybe I would start by getting a 
coach or mentor.   I have so many questions about the right way to be a cyclist and I am 
picking up bits of information all the time.  However, if I was serious I would have a 
coach.   Maybe as Christians we need to do more than turn up at church every week or 
two.  I would need someone I could ask all my questions to, and discuss how things are 
going.   Maybe we need to be in a small group where we hold each other accountable for 
our living.    
The other thing I would do is give up being happy with poor results - I don’t think it would 
be that hard to be a “competitor” rather than simply a “participant”.   It would take some 
focus and discipline (cream cakes don’t go with cycling nor does selfishness go with 
Christianity). 
One cycling advisor talks about “junk miles” on the cycle.  We think if we did more or 
longer it will help us - but we actually need to train the muscles to work faster or to be 
stronger to improve.  I found I have been doing many “junk miles” and not actually 
improving much - except the ability to do more slow “junk miles.”  Maybe Christmas is the 
time to do some muscle shaping activities like serving or giving or praying - all in ways 
that are beyond what is comfortable and easy.  
Maybe the bottom line for this article is that - maybe now is the time to stop playing at 
being a follower of Jesus and really go for some growth and improvement.  To give up on 
complacency and doing the minimum of what is required - and taking on a new identity - a 
new self perception - as a fully devoted follower of Jesus - as a competitor not just a 
participant. 
May God bless you as we head into this Christmas period and as we come to the end of 
the year. May God give you dreams and the determination to achieve them through his 
wisdom and power. 
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Reading: ”I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the 
town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.  Luke 2:10-11 
 

Prayer:   Thank you God for the Christmas season; may we show love, hope, joy and 
peace to all we see at this Christmas time, and always give thanks for the Spirit’s guiding 
us day by day.  Amen 
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Our cover shows a sample of the range of work undertaken by St Columba’s 
Presbyterian Church, Taradale. Along with those are the “What’s On” listed inside the 
back cover. Some of those involved are paid for their work, but the majority are unpaid 
volunteers operating in the background. They sweep, mow, clean, make cakes, make 
sandwiches, attend meetings, buy this and that, repair this and that over there, operate 
computers and sound systems, answer telephones, pray, read bibles, do as they are 
asked and told, sell, buy, donate and count. Sometimes we know who they are 
sometimes we do not. 
 

So what can you say to people who work like that? 
 

Two things come to mind:  
Matthew 6:4b 

‘Your Father knows what is done in secret, and he will reward you’  
 

and 
Matthew 25:40 

‘Whenever you did it for any of my people, no matter how unimportant   
they seemed, you did it for me.’ 
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Here is a story just for you  

 

I am only a small star. If you looked forever at the night sky, you would not see me. I was 
created by God on the fourth day of creation. My name does not matter, but it is known to 
God. When he made me, he said that I was made and placed in the heavens for a special 
reason. At that time, I did not know the reason but from where I was, I could see all that 
happened in the world. I watched animals and big creatures roam the earth. I watched Adam 
and Eve eat from the tree of knowledge and leave the Garden of Eden. I watch Abraham 
leave Ur and travel to the Holy Land. I watched the trials and troubles of the Jewish race. I 
saw God talking with Moses and giving him the Ten Commandments written on stone 
tablets. While all this happened, I stayed in the sky wondering what task God had for me. 
Then, one day, God sent an angel to tell me to get ready for an important job. I can tell you 
that I was excited. I guessed it probably meant something was going to happen on earth. I 
knew that if it were to do with earth then it would be with the Jewish people because they 
were God’s chosen race. I started to take a bit more interest in what was going on in the Holy 
Lands. Then I saw Gabriel, one of God’s angels, heading down to earth. He went to a Priest 
by the name of Zechariah and told him that he and his wife Elizabeth were going to have a 
baby son and that they were to call him John. Gabriel also told Zechariah that his son John 
would get people ready for the coming of the Lord. Zechariah did not believe Gabriel so 
Gabriel made him unable to speak until his son was born and named John. 
A month later, I saw Gabriel go back down to earth to a place called 
Nazareth. He spoke to a virgin girl named Mary who was engaged to 
Joseph. He told her that she would have a baby son and that his 
name would be Jesus. Mary told Gabriel that she was not married but 
he told her that the baby would be born with God as the father. When 
Mary told Joseph what had happened he married her.  
I knew immediately that this was important and that it was what I was 
going to have something to do with. For all those years, I had stayed 
in the sky waiting for this moment and now it was near. Then I saw that 
something else was happening. The Roman Emperor gave orders that everyone had to 
return to their hometowns and be counted so that the Romans would know exactly how 
many people were living in the Holy Lands. Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem 
because that is where Joseph had been born. 
Then Gabriel came to me. You can imagine how excited I was. He told me that my job was 
to move closer to earth and start to shine brighter than all the other stars in the sky. I was to 
approach Bethlehem from the East and that as I went; I was to watch for three Wise Men 
who would follow me. I was to lead them to the place where Jesus was with his Mother Mary. 
Immediately I started towards earth. As I got closer, I started to shine brighter and brighter. 
Then, one night, I saw Jesus born in a manger surrounded by animals. It was then that a big 
group of angels went past me and told some shepherds that Jesus had been born. I watched 
the shepherds as they went to see Jesus. Down on earth behind me I noticed three men on 
camels following me. It was all happening just as Gabriel had said it would. I shone even 
brighter, and led the three men on their camels to where Jesus was. They knelt down and 
worshipped Jesus as the son of God. They gave him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
They then left. 
God then spoke to me. He said, “Thank you little star. You have done well.” I then went back 
to where I had been since the fourth day of creation. As I went, my brightness returned to 
normal. I now stay where I began all those years ago. I thank God every day for my chance 
to have been able to serve him. I do not know if he has another job for me, but if he does 
then I will do it. From where I am, I can see Jesus in heaven with his father, God, and I can 
see people on earth doing what Jesus wanted them to do. I love to see the children, at 
Christmas, getting presents, and giving presents, and remembering as they do that I was 
part of giving them the greatest gift of all; Jesus. 
by Jim Payton 
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Keeping Hope Alive 

Watch the evening news on TV and there’s every chance there will be scenes of conflict 
somewhere in the world. 
The Middle East is the flashpoint that is featured most often, with across-border raids 
between Israel and Palestine, bombings and conflict in Iraq and continued Taliban 
aggression in Afghanistan.  Several countries in Asia, like Sri Lanka and Pakistan, 
experience war and frequent bombings.  Even some countries in Europe are not spared 
such outrages. 
In Africa violence of another kind has long been perpetrated in Zimbabwe, strife continues 
in Sudan and the ‘forgotten’ wars still rage in the Democratic Republic of Congo (a war 
which is about looting resources) and Somalia. 
In South America there is open war in Columbia - both sides believing they have a just 
cause, and in other countries people struggle against the aggression of land grabs, as in 
the Amazon region.  In our Pacific region conflict still lies beneath the surface in Timor 
Leste and other places like Bougainville and the Solomon Islands struggle with the 
aftermath of similar situations.  The list goes on. 
Then there are the natural disasters which add to the sense of helplessness and outrage, 
exacerbated by the callousness of the Burmese Junta towards its people. 
Look closely at all these situations and what is common to them is greed and the lust for 
power and domination—while the other side of the coin is poverty. 
Poverty - both the source and outcome of so much conflict. 
All this is well known and is easily viewed in the abstract, but what it represents, in fact, is 
people - scores of millions of people, men, women and children who struggle daily just to 
stay alive and hope for a better future. Somehow, in spite of the odds, most do survive. 
To bring an end to the suffering of poverty needs radical change, which is obviously 
beyond the understanding and will of the powerful who maintain control of the world and 
its resources.  So how can people’s hopes be kept alive? 
In every place of need there are courageous, determined people who work tirelessly for 
the betterment of their communities.  This is the grassroots life, as opposed to the 
workings of governments.  These people do make a difference and they can do much 
more with our assistance. 
Supporting the Christian World Service Christmas Appeal is a good place to start.   
Let’s keep hope alive for all of them. 
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Origins of the Punjab Mission 

Presbyterians Celebrate Centenary of North India Mission 
His Excellency the Governor General was the guest 
of honour at a reception on Wednesday 1 October in 
Firth Hall, Wellington College, to celebrate one 
hundred years of Presbyterian missionary work in 
the Punjab region of India.  The event, organised by 
the Global Mission office, preceded Presbyterian 
Assembly.  One hundred guests were expected to 
attend the celebration, including six from overseas.  
They included the principal of St Thomas School, 
Jagadhri, and Dr Cecil Harrison, the current director 
of Christian Hospital, Jagadhri and the deputy 
Moderator of the Church of North India. 
In 1908 Doctor William J Porteous, a medical 
missionary, left for India from Dunedin to select a 

suitable area in which to set up the threefold pattern of mission work - “medical, educational 
and evangelical”.  This grew into a self-supporting Christian community, four schools and a 
Christian hospital.  As part of the celebrations, a new book, Light and Love, a Hundred Years in 
North India, was launched.  Proceeds from sales will go towards the Moderator’s Appeal 
(supporting the work in India) that will run for the next two years. 
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Will Porteous left Dunedin at the age of 19 to 
study medicine in Edinburgh.  Seven years 
later he would become the first missionary 
doctor in India from the Presbyterian Church 
of New Zealand. 
Will’s parents were God-fearing, prayerful 
people and it is not surprising that he 
responded to the challenge of Dr John  R Mott 
“to evangelise the world in this generation”. 
His friend and colleague, S K Datta, turned 
Will’s thoughts to India.  Professor Hewitson 
of Dunedin asked Will if he was willing to 
become the Church's first medical missionary 
to India. 
Events moved quickly.  In 1907 the General 
Assembly instructed the foreign missions 
committee to arrange for the opening of 
missionary work in India.  Will was asked to 
visit India after graduation in 1908 to select a 
suitable area. 
After extensive touring in North India and 
meet ing many missionar ies ,  Wi l l 
recommended that a mission be established 
in East Punjab, near where some American 
Presbyterians were already working. 
Back in New Zealand in 1909, Will spent five 
months visiting the churches and raising 
funds to build a hospital.  Then he was off to 
England to marry Edith Rayner, a trained 
dispenser.  Finally the young couple arrive in 

Bombay and travelled north to the Punjab to 
stay with Scottish missionaries.  They gained 
valuable experience in the working of a 
mission hospital, but also spent much time 
learning Urdu. 
In October 1910, Will and Edith travelled to a 
small town called Shahabad to begin their 
work.  For some months Will and Edith lived in 
a tent.  Their dispensary was an old three-
roomed shed that they cleaned out and 
whitewashed. 
On opening day, the young couple with their 
two untrained Indian helpers knelt to commit 
their work to God.  Seventy patients came the 
first day and later as many as 250 came in 
one day.  Every day the Indian evangelist 
preached the Gospel to the waiting crowd. 
Eventually finding Shahabad an unsuitable 
centre from which to work, they decided to 
move to Jagadhri, a larger town in the midst 
of a densely populated rural area.  In 1911, 
land for two bungalows and a hospital was 
purchased and an old renovated building 
became a temporary hospital.  A school for 
girls was established, evangelistic work in the 
villages continued and a new hospital opened 
in 1914. 
Celebrations of the centenary of this work 
started at this year's General Assembly. 
by Doreen Riddell 

An early photo of Dr Porteous outside Christian  
Hospital, Jagadhri, a building which is still in use today. 
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Often you will see articles about early missionaries in India and deepest darkest Africa. If 
you have an interest in missionary work, you will probably glance through the article but 
otherwise you will just skip over to the next page. If, however, there is a connection to 
something, or someone you know, then you take a bit more interest. Such is the case with 
the Presbyterian Church’s Punjab Mission. In the June 2008 issue of Spanz, and again in 
the October issue of Daystar, there were such articles. The Spanz article by Doreen 
Riddell, and the Daystar article, are printed on the previous page. 
Very interesting, you say, but what closer connection do we at St Columba’s have with the 
Punjab Mission?  Well our closer connections sits in the pews with us: Caroline Smithers. 
It turns out that Dr. William Porteous is Caroline’s grandfather and Caroline attended the 
reception mentioned in the Daystar article. 
Caroline remembers her grandfather as a big man: he was 6’4” tall, and his wife 5’1½ ”. It 
is reputed that Mrs Porteous said she could never see eye to eye with her husband.  
Dr Porteous attended Caroline’s wedding but was quite reticent at family gatherings. He 
had quite a sense of humour although as a child this was not always appreciated by 
Caroline. She can recall asking him to pass her a piece of toast at the breakfast table and 
being told by him “that is the tenth piece you have had”. Caroline assures us that number 
is not true. She can also recall him going out to attend to a person requiring his medical 
assistance and saying as he went out the door, “I’ll have to go and see them but they’ve 
probably just got worms”. Caroline recalls him being very religious, saying grace before 
every meal but not reading the Bible at the dinner table.    
Dr Porteous would return to New Zealand from India every seven years for his furlough. 
On his first furlough, he returned with his first child, Muriel, Caroline’s mother. Muriel was 
about four years old at the time and most put out at being left in New Zealand in the care 
of two maiden aunts when Dr and Mrs Porteous returned to India. Both being 
Deaconesses her religious training was ensured. As Caroline and her parents lived in 
Wellington, they would see Dr Porteous whenever he was back in New Zealand and 
travelling from the South Island to the North Island by ferry. 
For those interested, Caroline’s cousin Ray Brodie, has written a family history called 
Punjab Pioneers, which is currently being updated. This gives good information on Edith 
Porteous, William’s wife, and her background, which shows connections to Rev. John 
Langley, a friend of Charles Darwin and William Wilberforce. 
Caroline has continued the family tradition of caring by being a nurse and continuing in 
that caring role as a caregiver after the death of her husband. 
While Caroline has not travelled to India, yet, she intends to do so, and join the rest of her 
‘India mad’ family in their Indian love affair. Should you wish to find out more about any of 
this we volunteer Caroline to assist you in your quest.  
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