Debate has raged about when is it too early to start putting up the Christmas decorations
and singing carols. As one who has usually overdosed on carols by Christmas - | would
usually say as late as possible but Advent does prompt us to start thinking about
Christmas four Sundays before the big day. This meant Advent started at the end of
November this year. Seeing the Advent candles does bring a stark reminder that there
are only four Sundays till the big day (and then vacation) and you realise another year
has blasted by.

So what does Christmas mean to me. | am convinced that acts of kindness make a
difference - surprising people with Grace, with free gifts - unexpected, undeserved. |
know someone’s thoughtfulness and generosity can mean a lot to me. Pondering the
surprise gift of the Messiah born in Bethlehem, unexpected, undeserved, an act of
kindness and grace reminds me how great is the love of God for us all. It also means |
struggle to make Christmas giving meaningful when it is expected and reciprocal -
carefully balancing out costs. | think that is why giving the value of a goat to the
Christmas appeal actually gets me more excited than a new CD for my children.

I am convinced that hospitality is a neglected gift. Making someone feel at home when
you wish they were at their own home. The action of the innkeeper finding room for Mary
and Joseph despite the fact that his inn was full, and he was probably already
overstretched and over tired. Making time for people is a great thing, not just relatives on
their annual pilgrimage home but for strangers and aliens and the lonely and neglected.
The Napier Council sent round a email asking was anyone holding a Christmas dinner for
the elderly and the lonely this year as no one we knew was. Maybe if nothing is
happening on a large scale Christians need to stand up and invite one or two extras into
their family gatherings.

| am convinced that worship is vital. From angel choirs to wise men bringing gifts of
homage to shepherds coming to see and bow before the King of Kings Christmas is very
much about worship. The challenge for me is to create opportunities for people to stand
and be amazed at the wonder of the incarnation rather than simply paying a passing
glance at familiar scenes like tired and worn nativity sets with faded gowns and chipped
pottery donkeys. | have heard about a 60-60 prayer challenge - which is over 60 days
stop every 60 minutes (that you are awake) and pause and pay attention to God for a bit
(not long) just remember God is with you, thank him for something, or listen to see if you
can hear him or see him around you and respond to him. Maybe if we see God in the
little things (like babies!) we will see God in the dramatic things (like angel choirs).

My favourite Christmas Bible verse is : “So the Word became human and made his
home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his
glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son.” John 1:14 (NLT)

Best wishes and a Merry Christmas to you all,
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Readings and Prayer

Readings:
"Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God.” 1 John 4:7
“God is love.” 1 John 4:16

Prayer. Dear Father, what a priceless Christmas present you
gave me when you sent Your Son into this world. | am so grateful as |
ponder the fact that You are more than loving. You are love. Amen.
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Word Find
Can you find these words in the grid?
Future Hope
Chance Love
Peace Joy
Christmas Christ Child
Palestine Bethlehem
Sudan Friendship
Uganda Life
Fiji Holidays
Philippines Advent
Parol Jesus

Bible Search:

Can you find a verse in the Bible that mentions:

1. Peace 2. Hope 3. Joy 4. Love 5. Justice

These words are all things that are part of the Christian message of Christmas. With your
help CWS is bringing peace, hope, joy, love and justice to parts of the world like
Palestine, Fiji, Uganda and Philippines.

Bible verse: 1

Bible verse:

Bible verse:

Bible verse:

a b w N

Bible verse:

Find the Missing Words:
Luke 2:1-7

The Birth of Jesus

1 In those days Caesar issued a decree that a should be
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while

was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his own town to

register. 4 So also went up from the town of in
Galilee to Judea, to the town of David, because he belonged to the
and line of . 5 He went there to register with

, Who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a

. s While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and
she gave birth to her , a son. She wrapped him in
and placed him in a , because there was no
for them in the inn.
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS
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