| hate slow computers - my laptop is congested with so many files from five years of use
that everything now takes forever (or about 30 seconds) to open or process. | get mad,
feel frustrated and my blood pressure starts to rise. | have to remember that good things
take time and Isaiah reminds us that sometimes we have to wait on the lord (Is 40:31).
The later half of Isaiah (chapters 40-66) are sometimes called Deutro-Isaiah as there is a
change of setting and tone. In the earlier chapters Isaiah was reminding the people
about God’s holiness and greatness, and therefore warns them about being slow to
respond to the word of God. He promises judgement to those who refuse to listen and
obey but grace to those who are faithful. In the second half he reminds the people that
God is not slow to keep his promise, he promises to restore them to the land and to bless
them by sending a servant leader (the Suffering Servant and Messiah). Between the
time of Judgement (the Fall of Jerusalem in 587 BC) and the first return from exile from
538 BC is some 50 years and the main groups of exiles didn’t return till after 70 years
(there is some good historical background material at www.crivoice.org/othpersia.html).
Why is this Old Testament writer important for Christians living in the 21%' Century? First
because it is a message of Hope. It reminds us that God is still working even when we
can’t see much action. God is working in the lives of individuals but also in the affairs of
nations. Things like climate change, earthquakes, wars or terrorism are no surprise to
God, and sometimes he even works in and through them. One of the interesting
characters in Isaiah is Cyrus the Babylonian Emperor. Cyrus was the grandson of
another king Cyrus (who was around when Isaiah was first writing). He was born in 590
BC and died in battle in 530 BC. He founded the Persian Empire. He also united most of
the ancient Middle East into a single state stretching from India to the Mediterranean
Sea, which meant that he possessed the largest empire in the world at that time. Cyrus
was  extremely tolerant of the customs and the religions of the nations he
conquered. He personally worshipped Marduk, but rebuilt many nations’ temples and
restored their temples, but Isaiah sees this as the will and work of the God of Israel so
that his promises would be fulfilled. Cyrus is therefore called God’s servant in Is 44:24-
28.

Isaiah 40—66 is also a message of Grace - The people do not deserve forgiveness or any
of the blessings promised except God chooses to be faithful to his promises. God
promises to raise up a leader - a suffering servant who is a wonderful picture of
Jesus. Passages like Isaiah 52-53 have become key texts for understanding the cross
and helped the early church proclaim the resurrection as a fulfilment of scripture when
there are not many OT passages which explicitly mention it. Hope rising out of despair,
light out of darkness, new life out of death are all constant themes in Isaiah and in the
church.

Over the next few months we will be looking at these passages and remembering God is
a God of Hope and Grace.

May God bless you for hope and grace as you read his word and as you start this new
year.
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During the church service on Sunday 24" January, several members of our congregation
shared with us a “memorable moment” — some event which had strengthened their faith
over the past few weeks.
For myself, my place of worship on a recent Sunday was in Craigieburn Forest Park
which is adjacent to Arthur's Pass. Walking through the grove of Black Beech trees, we
came upon trunks covered with honeydew — strands like silk coming from the blackened
bark — strands alight with tiny glistening drops of honeydew at the tip of each strand. An
even more memorable moment was to watch a bellbird come and feed on this energy-
rich food.
Anne Lanigan
Thought for the day -
When we know creation we know the Creator,

For He wears this world like a garment
Joy Cowley

Brett recently at church asked us to share a meaningful experience. Mine was meeting
with a friend, sharing about Christmas Day, our families and then telling each other about
the importance of our faith in God. My friend then told me she was to have surgery on
her face for skin cancer. | constantly prayed for her and visited her after the surgery and
realised what a positive brave woman she is. We are richly blessed with our friendship,
and our love of the Lord.
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A list —

* The ‘Janet and John’ reading books

* Havelock North School Ball held in the Hastings Assembly Hall

* SPANZ had a different meaning in those days. It was a New Zealand Airline
called ‘South Pacific Airline of New Zealand’

* The pink coloured cover of the Weekly News

* School banking

* The Schonell spelling lists

These were some of the things that we baby boomers came to see and experience.

| grew up in Havelock North completing my primary schooling there and my secondary

schooling at Hastings Boys'.

At the end of one year | was presented with a book that had a presentation label inside. It

was presented to lan McLeod by the St Columba’s Young Worshippers League. | never

read the book but | showed quite a number of people the presentation label.

At the end of my Sunday School years | received a special award. Modesty says “I'm not

sure that | deserved it'. But my Mum and Dad were very proud.

In my youth there were some wonderful people who guided me and others. People like

Rodney Gallen, Cyril Whitaker and Michael Thawley who later became Moderator of the

General Assembly. Michael, our Youth leader, held a dawn service on Te Mata Peak for

Youth Sunday. We walked quite a distance and appreciated the sunrise.

Christmas services were atmospheric - rich with candles and holly. These services were

important for one thing. We the youth of the church had a part to play. When | was 21 lvan

Muir asked me to consider becoming an elder. Now there’s a contradiction — being an

elder at 21. | had offered to take a Bible Class but ended up being an elder and Sunday

School Superintendent.

In my sixth form year | became interested in teaching and was accepted for teacher

training at Ardmore Training College. Teaching took Dot and | from Opononi in the North

to Tolaga Bay in the East, Okato in the West and Invercargill in the South.

| was fortunate to teach different age groups and had two wonderful highlights. A year’s

teacher exchange to Balaklava, South Australia taught me much about teaching. The

other highlight was giving the graduation speech in Invercargill. Little did | know it was to

be my ‘swan song’

Parkinson’s has been with me now for 21 years. Life has been different and at all not what

we expected. It's there all the time and demands solutions to everyday activities.

Catherine wrote a piece for a National Parkinson’s publication.

| was about 14 years old when my parents sat me down and told me that Dad had been

diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease. My first thoughts were ...

But he looks ok, and didn'’t all dads snooze on the sofa in the evening? | remember not

understanding what Parkinson’s was, it isn’t until someone you know has it that you begin

to learn and hear about it. | recall not ‘wanting to’ and not knowing ‘what to’ tell friends at

school. | also wondered about Mum and how she would cope as Dad deteriorated over

the years — dare | say it? But | feared that he may die earlier in life with having this

disease.

I remember feeling sad for Dad that he had such a bad card dealt to him, he didn’t

deserve this, and angry that my intelligent, well respected father, who had a good job, had

got this horrible disease and why was it not someone else who had less to give? Dad

was only in his early 40’s, how would he spend his days now? It wasn't fair (still isn't). |

also had concerns about how Mum and Dad would be financially in later years with

Dad’s iliness forcing him to take early retirement. My Dad amazes me how he keeps

as positive as he does. | still hope that a clever scientist will come up with a cure.

When | read it | feel proud in having a daughter such as she is.

So there we are - a baby boomer profile. It's different but similar to other profiles.
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Reading:

"Remember the Lord in everything you do, and he will show you the right way.”
Proverbs 3:6

Prayer: Thank you Father that we can come to you at any time. Help us
and guide us to remember to bring our lives to you to direct us in what service
we can do for you. Amen.
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS
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