What do you say to your son on his 21st birthday? That is my dilemma tonight for
tomorrow’s big day. Do you do the usual speech about how you are proud of him,
knowing he is probably thinking — its my birthday — they have to find something nice to
say. Do you tell some embarrassing anecdotes — because all of us have them. Times
when we did something dumb and for some reason people feel they need to wheel them
out at special birthdays and weddings. Or do | focus on the future — that | believe he can
live a rich and full life if he so chooses — but then he probably thinks — here comes
Sunday’s sermon. Ah what to say? What to say?

Of course the other option is to tell him some instruction or two — perhaps quote a
Proverb eg. Prov 1:8 ‘Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your
mother’'s teaching...” or Prov 2:1 ‘My son, if you accept my words and store up my
commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to
understanding, ...” Prov 2:6 ‘then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the
knowledge of God'.

As we listen for the voice of God in our daily lives, | wonder do we downplay the value of
God's insistent affirmation: “I am proud of you”, “I believe you can have a great future
with me”. These words are so easily tuned out or become too familiar — I have heard it
before.... Or do we expect recital of our embarrassing moments. The times we were
wilful or just plain stupid. Do we cringe at the thought that God would speak to us and tell
us - or even worse — tell others, how imperfect or inadequate we really are. Or are we
expecting another lesson on wisdom or morality.

| think tomorrow | will avoid the embarrassing altogether, and just keep it to a light mix of
proud Father and hopeful Father, and maybe a small dash of wisdom. But mostly | will
say | love you — not for the good you have done or the good you will do. | love you not “in
spite of the bad” - | love you for you. You are our son and | love you. It sounds weak and
ineffectual, hardly a speech that will reverberate through the years — but maybe as he
does take this next step into adulthood maybe to know that we loved him as a perfect
little baby, we loved him when we found he wasn’t perfect and had cystic fibrosis, we
loved him when he played the piano before the whole school, we loved him when he
refused to play any more because of the teasing. We loved him when he screamed in
pain, and when he was in hospital, we loved him when he took his medicines and stayed
healthy, and we loved him when he didn’t look after himself and got sick again and still
refused to see the doctor. We loved him when we were disappointed that he had
dropped out of university and we loved just the same when he re-enrolled. And the crazy
thing is we will keep loving him for as long as we live. | am not sure how may times and
how many ways we will get to say it tomorrow, or the day after or the day after that, but
maybe if the only message he ever hears is we love you - maybe as parents we will have
become a little more like God who loves him too.

ps - God loves you
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Reading: "Yet hope returns when | remember this one thing: The Lord’s unfailing love
and mercy still continue. Fresh as the morning, as sure as the sunrise. The Lord is all |
have, and so | put my hope in Him.” Lamentations 3:21-24

Prayer: Thank you dear Father that your love is bigger and grander and
greater than the human mind could ever conceive. Help us to ponder on the
wonder of this today and every day. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Communication is my focus! Are we proud to be part of APW? If we are, then we need to
communicate to our parishes and presbyteries that APW is the organisation within the
PCANZ providing a voice for women, lay and ordained and accepting that participation
today is mainly from women over 50 years of age. However it is an “umbrella”
organisation under which all women of the church may have a place. Few denominations
here in New Zealand share APW'’s special consultative status with the United Nations
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). This privilege position means APW can
provide a Christian voice in global decision-making, promoting justice and peace,
safeguarding human rights and celebrating cultural diversity.

Every year we work in a mission-facing partnership with the Methodist Women'’s
Fellowship. With co-operation from the Global Mission and Christian World Service, the
local and global mission projects are generously supported. Despite decreasing numbers
of groups there is strong determination and enormous loyalty to support this annual
commitment to funding mission projects and becoming more informed.

I am very proud of what APW contributes to PCANZ and | am asking you to join with the
NCG and sing loudly to the parishes and presbyteries and witness to Christ's name in
what we do and what more we could do with their support. APW is slowly making its way
back onto the national church’s radar but without regular awareness raising APW may slip
off and disappear! Communication about APW is vital. There are parishes out there
which have little or no knowledge of APW. Over the last twelve months the NCG has
been actively seeking ways to raise awareness of APW. A colourful leaflet saying Who
We Are? and What We Do? was provided to every person attending the General
Assembly and has been sent to all women ministers and others. Access to the APW
website has been improved and every effort is being made to provide fresh information,
news and events which may appeal to a wide and diverse group of women. The
Communications Convenor would love to receive your contributions! NCG has made
considerable effort to regularly include APW news in the Bush Telegraph which is the
monthly newsletter of the PCANZ. We hope to increase communication by providing a
four page Gleanings at least four times a year and stress that it is to be distributed to ALL
women of the parish, not just APW members.
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Quite a few years ago some children were asked for their suggestions to adults on how to
help them behave. The highlighted words below remind you of some of the messages in
this book.

Don’t hit or abuse me .

Talk things over with me.

Listen to me and respond.

Show me what you want.

Don’t scream at me—just tell me .

Notice when | behave well.

Praise me and give me rewards.

Understand me.

Say you are sorry when things went wrong.
Don’t over-react to my mistakes.

Have a sense of humour .

Don’t put me down , tease me or insult me.

Be fair.

Encourage me.

Talk over problems.

Set a good example .

Be firm when you need to be but don't be nasty.
When | am angry let me cool down .

Meet me halfway .

Show me you like me.

STUFF



The final curtain call for cold Hawke’s Bay homes has been made.

The poor state of many of New Zealand’s houses is a well known health issue, reflected in
this year's Budget when $323 million was allocated to insulate cold and drafty homes.
Making a house healthy and energy efficient can seem a daunting task, even with all the
various grants and subsidies available for insulation and heat pumps, especially for those
already struggling.

But improving the performance of a home can be as simple as hanging up decent
curtains, and to help underprivileged Hawke’s Bay households do that a Curtain Bank has
been set up.

An initiative of energy efficiency company Energy Options, the Curtain Bank is a volunteer
-run organization aimed at recycling good, used curtains into cold homes.

Energy Options consultant Louise Maple said without thermal-backed curtains, a house
could lose up to 25 per cent of its warmth through windows.

A well-fitted thermal curtain could do a lot to reduce that heat loss, she said, and the idea
was to retain the heat inside and not have to use so much power keeping a house warm.
The Curtain Bank is looking for donations of curtains and volunteers to help cut them to
size and sew on thermal backings or curtain tape.

Those in need of curtains would be referred by an agency and would fill out a form
including their window dimensions.

From the bank of curtains, suitable ones would be found or cut to size, and given to the

household to install.
by Joe Dawson, HB Today

Volunteer your services by phoning the Curtain Bank on 843 9060
Donate curtains which can be left at the church Op Shop

The official opening of the Curtain Bank will be held on Thursday 23" July
at 10.30 a.m. at Trinity Methodist Church Hall. All are welcome to attend.
Please RSVP to Sue at 878 3270 ext 713.
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS
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