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Presbyterian Support East Coast 
 

PSEC  spend over $12 million dollars annually on delivering social services to this region. 
Our 250 employees and over 400 volunteers provide services for in excess of 2000 
clients, across our service portfolio. 
 

June 2010 - What positives are happening for PSEC? 
 

All seven regions of PS have come together to instigate a national brand building exercise 
for Family Works. This is significant as we now have national service delivery and have 
become one of the most significant service contractors to government.  We recently 
signed a Master agreement and MOU with MSD. 
 

Tauawhi Mens Centre is a recently started initiative by Family Works Tairawhiti to 
provide counselling to violent men. This new contract gives us the capability to help at 
least 50 men per year. We strongly collaborate with other local providers and together we 
deliver a substantial contribution towards the “violence is not ok” campaign.  
 

Family Works Hawke’s Bay PSEC has invested a lot in the Nikau Centre in Napier to 
“keep kids in education.” The Ministry of Education now pilots this programme here in the 
Hawke’s Bay. There is the potential that this approach to transitioning “truant” and “stood 
down” 12-14 year olds (with a 74% successful reintegration back into mainstream 
schools) could become national policy as the pilot progresses ... 
 

Enliven Restorative Home Support 
A national comparative review has shown ERHS to be one of the two top performing 
services in the country. 
ERHS is a mature and stable service that is allowing 130 older people to remain at home 
rather than going into rest home care 
Enliven has worked hard to honour it’s commitment to our communities through listening 
to what older people want, providing rehabilitation, opportunities for friendship, health and 
supportive communities. We now support more than 400 older people to age in the place 
of their choice and collaborate with councils, health providers and other community 
groups to promote a positive attitude to ageing in the East Coast.  
 

Real People@Rowan has built a brand new house for 12 young physically disabled 
citizens. 
The official opening will be on 30th of July and we dare to say that this accommodation is 
some of the best in New Zealand. At a cost of $2.4 million and without any Governmental 
contribution, Presbyterian Support East Coast delivered this much needed service. By 
now we already have a waiting list of 12 and we know that in the Hawke’s Bay alone 
about 55 young disabled people live in unsuitable situations  (like elder care facilities). 
 

Realpeople@the beacon will celebrate its 10th year of operation in October. The service 
remains a pilot unfortunately, in that government-funding still has yet to be achieved. 
However, the 40 clients benefit hugely from the respite service.  
 
 

via Brett 
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Heather and Peter were playing with a basketball.  Peter was in bed because he was not 
feeling very well. To keep him quiet his sister stood in the doorway of the bedroom and 
threw the ball to him, which he would catch and throw back. This went on until they both 
started to get bored. As they played, Heather started asking Peter for the use of his cell 
phone. He had been given one for his birthday and Heather was jealous. Peter said “no’. 
Heather started to make her throws more awkward for Peter to catch and Peter started 
making his harder. 
Surprise, surprise one of Heather’s throws sent the basketball through the bedroom 
window.  Before the glass had even hit the ground Heather was running down the hall to 
tell their Mum what had happened.  Peter was out of bed and off outside like a shot.  As 
he passed the kitchen, he heard Heather saying to their Mum, “Peter broke the bedroom 
window”. 
Peter thought that he would be in trouble.  He hid in the family orchard until eventually 
their Dad came home. Soon he could hear his Dad calling out his name. To Peter he 
sounded angry. Peter said nothing and eventually darkness fell.  Peter was cold as he still 
had only his pyjamas on. He could hear his parents calling out for him but was scared to 
answer, both because he knew he would get blamed for the broken window and also be in 
trouble for not going to his Dad when he was called.  Peter quietly left the orchard and 
headed away from the house. 
It turned out that the night was darker than he thought it would be.  There was no moon. 
While he had no idea of where he was going, or what he would do if he got there, he 
blundered on.  Eventually, as he tried to jump across a ditch Peter fell.  He heard quite a 
loud crack and felt a terrible pain in his left leg.  He tried not to cry but the pain was awful.  
It was impossible for him to get to his feet. 
As Peter lay in the water, he thought that he would die.  Then he heard voices calling his 
name.  They were a long way away but they did not belong to his parents. He tried to call 
back but his voice did not seem to go very far.  Next, he heard a helicopter and then a 
bright searchlight found him in the ditch. 
The voices Peter had heard were the Police and Search and Rescue people trying to find 
him. He was taken to hospital all wrapped up in blankets and a silver rug designed to 
keep him warm. His broken leg was put in plaster and he was treated for being very cold. 
At the hospital, his Mum, Dad, and sisters came to see him.  They all told him that he was 
not going to get into trouble for breaking the window. Peter did not say that he did not 
break it, but just looked at Heather.  She did not own up. For the rest of his life Peter had 
very little to do with Heather. 
One day he met some Church people. They went to St Columba’s Church in Taradale. He 
went to Church with them a few times and in due course, he prayed to God asking him to 
forgive him for not having anything to do with Heather.  He said that he forgave her for 
telling a lie about the window.  After that, he felt much better and went to see Heather.  He 
told her that he forgave her for telling that lie and they then became good friends again.  
If you look up Deuteronomy Chapter 5, Verses 20 and 21 you will see that the Bible says 
you should not tell lies about others and that you should not want anything belonging to 
some one else. In this story, Heather told lies about Peter and she wanted what he had, a 
cellphone. Because of those two things Peter almost died.  Verse 16 says that you should 
respect your Mother and Father and Peter had not done that. 
So, even though Peter and Heather live now, God knew all those years ago that telling 
lies and wanting things belonging to others would cause trouble. What this story tells you 
is that you should never tell lies, not want anything that belongs to others, and always 
respect you Mum and Dad.  If you do those things then your life will be a lot easier than 
Peter and Heather’s life was. 
Jim Payton   
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Letter to the Editor: 
We have received the following letter to the Halo editor, which we have reprinted in full.  
Usually a full name is required for a letter’s acceptance but bearing in mind certain matters, 
and an ear chewing from a certain mouse, we have chosen to print it anonymously. If you 
have a comment or reply please feel free to write to us. 
 
The Editor of The Halo 
St Columba’s Presbyterian Church 
Taradale. 
 
15 June 2010 
 
Dear Editor 
 

I found the June edition of the Halo to be the best in a very long time, full of thought 
provoking material.  Congratulations.  When you next have a chat with our Church Mouse, 
please tell it from me that, financially, it is a very wise mouse.  I will leave it some cheese if 
you tell me the pew number. 
 

These are some of the sentiments the Halo provoked in me.  I am happy to share them with 
our readers should you think it of interest but prefer to remain anonymous.  I am a full 
member of St Columba’s and have been for some years; to provoke thought is useful but, I 
find, to provoke disagreement alone is disturbing. 
 

Having lived in many countries and sought my Christian God in whichever Church was 
available, has meant that I have, in a sense, made my own rules of worship. 
1. God must be felt to be in that place of worship. 
2. The love of God and of others must be felt in the congregation. 
3. Communion must be a special service.  Jesus gave us a wonderful gift before he left 
us.  This is the moment we can be with Him, listen to Him, feel Him in our hearts and 
comprehend His sacrifice for us in the sacrament of Communion wherever we are in the 
world.  It needs no translating. 
 

I was therefore very happy to read the message from the PCANZ Moderator of the General 
Assembly.  Maybe all the different denominational Churches of the Christian faith with 
whom I have worshipped in the past 60 years can become even closer by celebrating the 
last meal of Christ, as He prepared for the sacrifice of His life for us, in complete union as 
His followers.  A meal, He said, we should all share in memory of Him as often as we were 
gathered together. 
 

I think Communion once every three months, every 12 Sundays/Wednesdays, is too little.  
Communion is a vital part of being a Christian, as are baptism and the confirmation of one’s 
faith when one has reached an age of understanding.  Communion is the sacrament that 
follows on from baptism and confirmation and fulfils our Christianity.  We earn it by 
believing, following, giving to and taking from Jesus Christ.  We need it to draw strength 
from Him.  It requires an understanding by us and a promise from us to follow Him as He 
asked us to do and for this we need His help.  It is not just another weekly Church service.  
It is a service that requires peace, leading to concentration, prayer, union and 
remembrance.  As John Calvin believed, we are fed by Christ at His table to help us be 
strong in our faith forever.  Every three months the service of Communion draws more 
members to St Columba than any other Sunday and I believe it should be held at least 
once a month.  Are we afraid that if we have it more often it will become ordinary rather 
than special? 
 

On Sunday 13th June I felt a change in our Communion service; perhaps the organ played 
more quietly, perhaps the congregation was more silent and one could spend more time in 

   .../ 
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Letter to the Editor...   cont 
private prayer before the service started, perhaps it was the addition of Nancy to the  
Session, perhaps it was the fact that we recited the Nicene Creed, perhaps the 
blessing of the bread and wine was more emphasised, perhaps it was because the sun 
shone through the stained glass at just the right moment, perhaps it was because of the 
Halo.  Whatever it was, I felt a change. 
 

Perhaps it was also the fact that the children had gone to Sunday school before hand, so 
that we did without the news/lollies/story etc. of a normal Sunday service.  After all they 
have their own service once a month now.  Personally, I do not believe that children, who 
understandably have not yet reached a full comprehension of Christ’s sacrifice and who 
have yet to affirm their faith, should take Communion.  There is a huge step between 
Sunday School, very important for the creation of the foundation to becoming a Christian, 
and Communion, the cementing of that foundation with faith. 
 

Anyway, on Sunday 13th after the Communion service I felt fulfilled; inspired to carry on, to 
make that extra effort, and renew my vows to Christ … which is how I would like to feel 
every Sunday but I don’t. 
 

So, thank you for the June Edition of the Halo, the thoughts of Graham Redding and those 
of the Church Mouse. 
 

Yours sincerely 
Sharing God’s blessing 
 
Anon-a-mouse 
An appreciator of bread, wine and cheese 
 
 

����������	
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I was shocked, confused, bewildered  

As I entered Heaven's door,  
Not by the beauty of it all,  
Nor the lights or its decor.  

 

But it was the folks in Heaven  
Who made me splutter and gasp -  
The thieves, the liars, the sinners,  

The alcoholics and the trash.  
 

There stood the kid from seventh grade  
Who swiped my lunch money twice.  
Next to him was my old neighbour  

Who never said anything nice.  
 

Herb, who I always thought 
Was rotting away in hell, 

Was sitting pretty on cloud nine, 
Looking incredibly well..  

 

I nudged Jesus, 'What's the deal?  
I would love to hear Your take.  

How'd all these sinners get up here?  
God must've made a mistake.  

 

'And why is everyone so quiet,  
So sombre - give me a clue.'  

'Hush, child,' He said, 'they're all in shock.  
No one thought they'd be seeing you.'  
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Please remember to save stamps for the Church, and put them in the container just to the 
right of the front door of the church. 
We don’t just need stamps but envelopes, with or without stamps.  So don’t cut the stamp 
from the envelope, although loose stamps are welcome too.  Also post cards, new or old, 
with or without a stamp are very sort after.  Any old stamp collection, with overseas or 
New Zealand stamps loose or mounted are needed. 
These are sold by an agent in Havelock North, who has contact with buyers.  The money 
goes to Hawke’s Bay APW for needy work in the Church. 
With the use of email, stamps are not used as much as in the past, therefore we would be 
grateful for as many as possible. 
If you have any queries phone Margaret on 844 4998. 
Thank you Margaret Dorrington 
 

������������%�&��
Morning tea plays an important role at our monthly mid week service.  The residents of 
the local care facilities really enjoy the time of fellowship before attending Brett’s service 
of worship – especially the home baking! 
Long-time morning tea convenor, Alice Crocker, gave me a list of names of approximately 
30 ladies who are willing to provide a plate of food – up to twice a year.  Naturally, this list 
sometimes needs revision.  If you feel able to help with this part of our congregation’s 
mission in the community would you please contact Rhonda at the church office or 
myself, Anne Lanigan phone 844 7495.  Thank you. 
�

��$$���
�'��(����
19 ladies enjoyed a pleasant time together on Thursday, 17th June.  Elections at our 
Annual General Meeting resulted in the re-election of all members involved with special 
roles in our group.  You can read about our year’s activities in the Annual Report. 
As advertised, we were then taken on a ‘Summer Holiday’ with our guest speakers, Bev 
and Ross.  They entertained and informed us about touring Aotearoa New Zealand by 
campervan.  Life on the road proves to be an exciting adventure when you are thoroughly 
prepared, have a care for your country and environs and enjoy meeting and greeting with 
strangers.  Bev and Ross’s anecdotes were illustrated on the ‘big screen’ so this 
enhanced their story.  We hope that those wheels keep on turning for many more 
kilometres. 
Thank you Anne Lanigan 
�

)��*����"�!������	��+�*�,'��	(�&	���($��
I must admit that crumbs are a bit scarce at Church these days.  I now find I have to vary 
which pew I sit under. Ladies with handbags are best.  You never know just what will fall 
out when they dig around for their free will offerings. 
It was nice of my cousin Anon-a-mouse to mention me.  My preference is for cheddar 
cheese but my doctor suggests cottage cheese would be better as what I perceive to be 
food scarcity has still managed to put the odd kilo upon this sleek body of mine.  
I am glad to see that St Columba’s is now Kids Friendly.  It may mean that even more 
children appear and that will suit me just fine. They leave more crumbs than their parents 
ever do.  I must admit I felt quite ill after the mid-winter dinner. That will teach me for 
being greedy. 
I had my cousin’s letter passed on to me old mate Brett for Session to consider.  I must 
admit that the letter did bring tears to this old mouse’s eyes.  It is nice to know that some 
one reads these words of wisdom that I pen.  
(Don’t get too carried away Church mouse.  You are far from indispensible – Editor).  
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JUDGE NOT!!  
Remember...Just going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than standing 
in your garage makes you a car.  
 

Every saint has a PAST...   
Every sinner has a FUTURE! 
Via Brett 
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS 
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