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I went to church on Sunday at “Arise” in Wellington where Lorna and Erica Stewart 
worship.  It was a great service, several hundred mostly younger people present with a 
good and lively band (I didn’t know most of the songs so that wasn’t so good for me), an 
interesting panel discussion and nice friendly people.  The thing that stood out most was 
their positive attitudes.  They are doing a thrust to “Love Kapiti” because they are starting 
a new congregation there - so to let people know they are coming they are going all out 
to be a blessing to the community with free family activities, and picking up rubbish etc.     
The topic for the Sunday was Sex, and they faced up squarely to the issues of 
singleness, premarital sex, homosexuality, sexuality within marriage.  They didn’t squirm 
when they affirmed the orthodox Christian standards of chastity outside of marriage and 
faithfulness within.   They said their church should be known more for what it is for than 
what it is against.  When they discussed extramarital affairs their line was “the grass is 
not greener on the other side of the fence - the grass is greener where you water it.”   All 
the hot topics they touched on were done with understanding and in such a positive life 
affirming way.  I was impressed. 
I am not sure the St Columba’s people want their musicians to be bouncing up and down  
like they were on pogo sticks but enthusiasm is catchy, a positive faith in a real world is 
catchy, confidence in the gospel is catchy.  They are growing - not because they don’t 
see the problems or know life is challenging for people but because they see the wisdom 
and the power of God. 
Some people see problems and darkness everywhere, some see the end of the world as 
we know it, the demise of the church or family life or the economy or ... Maybe like the 
Psalmists and the Arise Church - we should face up to the real issues as they are - but 
do so in a positive life affirming, faith orientated way.  Neither avoiding the issues nor 
being overwhelmed by them because God is at our side and is at work.   I liked Psalm 
130 which does this: 
1. From the depths of despair, O Lord, I call for your help. 
2. Hear my cry, O Lord.   Pay attention to my prayer. 
3.  Lord, if you kept a record of our sins,  who, O Lord, could ever survive? 
4.  But you offer forgiveness, that we might learn to fear you. 
5.  I am counting on the Lord; yes, I am counting on him.  I have put my hope in his word. 
6.  I long for the Lord more than sentries long for the dawn, yes, more than sentries 
 long for the dawn. 
7. O Israel, hope in the Lord; for with the Lord there is unfailing love.  His redemption 
 overflows. 
8.   He himself will redeem Israel  from every kind of sin. 
This is great because it affirms forgiveness for the past, hope for the future and through 
it all an unshakable confidence in God who is described as having unfailing love, and 
one who is active to redeem and save. 
The invitation of Christians is not to worship in any particular style but to have a “real 
world faith” that sees life as it is (the real world) yet also to have faith (trust in the wisdom 
and work of God).  May your real world faith be catchy.  May your confidence in the 
presence and power of God be inspiring to those around you.  And may God’s blessings 
be with you all. 
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Reading: ”Do not be afraid—I am with you.  I am your God.  Let nothing 
terrify you.  I will make you strong and help you.  I will protect you and save 
you.”  Isaiah 41:10 
 

Prayer:   Thank you Father for the Scriptures and we claim your promises and healing 
power for each day.  Thank you for your faithfulness.  Amen 
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Alex and Felix, two ICYU students, arrived in Napier on 2nd February. Alex is from Korea 
and Felix from Germany. These two young men had been in New Zealand for 
approximately 11 months, having spent the first few months in Rotorua. They came to St 
Columba’s to work for us and for the wider community. Their main duties here at our 
Church, have been working with the youth. They have been invaluable in assisting Peter 
with Kids’ Friendly after school, before school and the Holiday Programme. They have 
built good relationships with the children and the parents and have been reliable and 
committed. They have also assisted Wim with various youth group activities. 
We are very grateful for the work they have done in helping turn the youth hall into a 
friendly, warm and inviting place. Helping to strip the walls of all the old lining, replacing it 
with new materials and then helping to paint it with the new vibrant colours has enabled 
the youth to have a room they can meet in and enjoy and fellowship together. The doors 
have now been replaced and painted in the new wonderful colours.     
Some of the congregation have engaged Alex and Felix in work that they needed doing 
around their homes and that provided some income towards their board. 
We are extremely grateful to Keith Woodcock for providing these young men with a warm 
comfortable home to live in while in Taradale. It has been a big learning curve for the 
three of them as they learnt about tolerance, sharing, cooking different foods and endless 
computer hours. Keith feels they have helped him in his quest to find himself and to 
readjust his life for what God has ahead of him. 
Thank you to the Cushens and Brett and Sue who invited Alex and Felix into their homes 
for meals on a monthly basis.  
As we look ahead to inviting more students to come to St Columba’s, we need firstly to 
find suitable accommodation, and to encourage more participation from the congregation 
to embrace these people and to show them the warmth of our Church Family. 
On 20th June at 5.30 p.m. we are holding a mid winter Christmas dinner / farewell for Alex 
and Felix. The cost will be $10 per adult and $5 per child. We want these men to 
experience the sort of food we have at Christmas. 
There will be a list in the foyer at Church for you to register. 
We pray God’s richest blessing on both Alex and Felix as they return to their homes to 
continue their studies.  
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Enclosed with this issue of Halo is our annual Thank Offering envelope; the dedication 
will be during the service on Sunday 21st June.  
This offering is traditionally to assist with a budget deficit or capital expenditure. 
This year we have both – an estimated substantial deficit which is partially the result of 
recent capital spending.  $15, 240.62 has been the cost of the additional three toilets, 
and $4979.47 (excluding grant received) has been spent on the Youth Group room up-
grade. 
Both of these have been of benefit to our church at large.  The previous two only toilets 
have on occasions been inadequate when there have been large attendances or groups 
using our building complex.  The upgraded youth room has given us an additional warm 
room with screen projection facilities.  Both projects have been invaluable with our ex-
panding building usage and community outreach. 
If you have not seen these improvements you are encouraged to view them when you 
are next at church.  In doing this you will also go through the currently named ‘creche’ 
which is the next necessary building upgrade. 
I thank you in anticipation of your support for this special offering – enve-
lopes may be put in the normal offering bag or given in to the church office 
at any time. 
Brian Neilson 
Chair, Board of Managers 
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The Rev Bill Moore and his wife, Grace, shifted to Taradale in September 2007.  In 
response to a request, Bill has written for Halo about their lives. 
I was born in Wellington in 1934 and our family shifted to Lower Hutt in 1941.  I become 
very active in Knox Presbyterian Church.  After undertaking an industrial course at the 
local Technical College, I went to Wellington’s Victoria University College, as it was then 
called, to study science. 
In my teen years I was very active in the Bible Class movement and during my university 
studies I sensed a strong call to be a Presbyterian minister.  Therefore, after completing 
my Science degree, I began studies for a  BA, which I never completed as I failed the final 
unit – it was Greek Stage 2 and languages were certainly not my strong point. 
However, I later did complete the post-graduate Bachelor of Divinity degree during my 
three years of theological studies at the Theological Hall in Dunedin. 
Halfway through my theological studies I became engaged to Heather Paterson of Lower 
Hutt and she spent the last year of my studies in Scotland visiting her many Scottish 
relations.  My fellow students used to say that with all the letters we exchanged we kept 
the post office in business that year! 
We were married in January 1960 and, after our honeymoon, we shifted to Napier, where 
I was ordained and inducted into the Ahuriri-Putorino Parish.  Initially we lived in a little 
bach opposite the airport entrance until a new manse was built in Charles Street.  It was 
great being around for that as we were able to choose the fittings, colour scheme etc.  It 
was like building your own house and not having to pay for it!  There were eight centres in 
the parish where I took services, although not every Sunday!  We thoroughly enjoyed our 
six and a half years there during which our daughters, Sheena and Kensie, were born.  
They were spoilt by the parishioners for whom it was a novelty to have babies in the 
manse.  (Incidentally, I served as Interim Moderator of the Taradale Parish in 1961-62.)  
In 1966 we shifted to the Waipukurau Parish, where there were only four churches in 
which to take services, along with a monthly one at Pukeora Home for the Disabled where 
I was a chaplain.  We were very involved in the life of the church and community.  Earlier, 
in 1962, I had been appointed Clerk of the Hawke’s Bay Presbytery and I continued doing 
that task for a total of ten years, which gave me a good insight into the total Hawke’s Bay 
church scene. 
Our next shift, in 1974, was to Andersons Bay – a strong Dunedin suburban parish.  It 
seemed strange at first having only one worship centre.  But there was plenty to do!  In 
1981 I took study leave and did a three month course in Clinical Pastoral Education at 
Porirua Hospital.  Here the seeds were sown which led to me being appointed in 1982 as 
one of the three Ecumenical Chaplains to the Dunedin hospitals.  I specialised for over 
sixteen years in the care of the elderly, while having responsibilities in other areas of the 
hospitals too.  I also served for the last six years as Co-ordinator of Chaplaincy Services – 
like the boss man.  I found it a great privilege to share with patients and their relatives in 
their times of anxiety, perplexity and sorrow, as well as the celebration of recovery.  I 
loved working in both a supportive chaplaincy team and the multi-disciplinary hospital 
team.  I was also able to use my love of singing in hymn singing sessions with long-term 
residents, especially those suffering from dementia. 
During twenty-one of my Dunedin years I sang in the Royal Dunedin Male Choir, which 
meant much to me.  Sadly, because of throat problems, I no longer sing. 
Like many of those I ministered to, I experienced great sadness in 1992 and 1993 when 
my wife, Heather, suffered from cancer and ultimately died.  The outstanding support of 
my friends and hospital staff at that time was very special. 
In 1966 I was invited to be the guest preacher at the centenary celebrations of Knox 
Church, Ahuriri.  To my and her surprise a whirlwind romance took place at those 
celebrations between me and Grace Haliburton.  She, along with her late husband, had 
been special friends of Heather and myself back in the 1960s.  We were married the 
following January and Grace shifted to my home in Dunedin.   .../ 
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Grace was born in Invercargill when her father, Bill Carmichael, was minister of the 
Fortrose Presbyterian Church.  Her family moved to the parishes of Knox, Hamilton; St 
David’s, Napier; and St Giles’, Wellington.  Grace worked for the Guardian Trust in Napier 
and Wellington before marrying Bruce and shifting to the Haliburton farm at Kotemaori.  
Tragically, Bruce died suddenly during a family holiday in 1987.  Grace and her son and 
daughter shifted to Kennedy Road in Napier.  When I retired from my hospital chaplaincy 
position in 1999, Grace and I shifted to her former home in Kennedy Road.  We attended 
St Stephen’s Church, then St Paul’s, until we downsized to our present home in Avondale 
Road and joined St Columba’s. 
In retirement we are fond of walking, tramping, travelling and gardening, while I find plenty 
to keep me occupied on my computer.  I had a long stint as Secretary-Treasurer for the 
local Hospital Chaplaincy Committee.  Actually, I have had a range of secretarial or other 
committee posts through nearly all my life. 
We love keeping in touch with our families in Napier, Palmerston North and Brisbane. 
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1964 – 2009  APW celebrates 45 years 
“God Calls ‘touch the earth lightly’” 

Triennial Business and Study Conference 1 – 3 May 2 009 Palmerston North 
 

Some thoughts from Anne Lanigan who attended the conference with May Brooker. 
 

PEOPLE  So many strong women of faith concerned with mission, sharing the Gospel, 
with the environment, caring for our work as Presbyterian women and communicating with 
our parishes and Presbyteries that APW is providing a voice for women. 
PRAYER  We listened to the creation story as it relates to us in Aotearoa/New 
Zealand.  We need to remember that it was completed with a day of rest.  Exodus 20 
suggests the same idea.  In our prayer times we thought about the need to pause in our 
daily lives, to rest, to discard the clutter in our lives, to make space and enjoy peace. 
PRAISE  ‘Music is the life blood of worship’;’ He/she who sings prays twice’.  These 
are just two of the quotes used by the music workshop facilitator.  The elements of the 
church service were discussed and appropriate hymns and songs sung.  What wonderful 
new possibilities used in conjunction with the best of the traditional are available for 
worship. 
CONFERENCE THEME tells us that caring for creation is fundamental to our ministry and 
mission in the world.  It’s all about relationships – with God, with each other and with the 
earth we inhabit. 
 

Touch the Earth Lightly, by Shirley Murray (Alleluia Aotearoa 143) was used in conjunction 
with the conference theme. 
 

Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, 
Nourish the life of the world in our care: 
Gift of great wonder, ours to surrender, 

Trust for the children tomorrow will bear. 
 

We who endanger, who create hunger, 
Agents of death for all creatures that live, 
We who would foster clouds of disaster, 
God of our planet, forestall and forgive! 

 

Let there be greening, birth from the burning, 
Water that blesses and air that is sweet, 

Health in God’s garden, hope in God’s children, 
Regeneration that peace will complete. 

 

God of all living, God of all Loving, 
God of the seedling, the snow and the sun, 
Teach us, deflect us, Christ re-connect us, 

Using us gently and making us one. 
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����������� - some extracts from their April newsletter 
 

‘I am only one, but still I am one. I cannot do everything, but still I can do something.  
I will not refuse to do the something I can do.’  Helen Keller 

 

One of the circumstances where people come to us for help with food, is when there is no 
income coming in to the household. Their work has ceased and they have prior to this, 
been living hand to mouth on low wages. They have to survive for several weeks until a 
benefit comes through, or until starting another job and in the meantime they are not 
eligible/ or have received all help available through Winz.  
I had a chap with a young family come in who had worked for three years with the same 
company and had been made redundant. He had been directed to another job, which was 
totally different to what he had been doing. It caused him severe stress, he felt he couldn’t 
go on and handed in his notice. He is on the understanding that as a result, he is not 
eligible for Winz assistance. He was so humble, said it was his own fault, he should have 
persevered but suffered from claustrophobia and the job required working in very confined 
spaces under buildings. He was extremely grateful to receive a food parcel and was 
referred to another service for help with the situation.  
In saying this, we understand Winz have a very difficult job. At Foodbank, we also need to 
have limits. I am more and more often having to decline people who come in to 
Community House. We are the ambulance at the bottom of the cliff when other avenues 
have been exhausted and it isn’t easy declining help when someone reaches the end of 
the road. Of course, some people use the system, but as it is a process to get a food 
parcel, I think the majority of these are weeded out. Otherwise, our resources might be 
unable to cope and we also have a duty to be fair both to the donors and recipients of 
food. 
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A child was asked to write a book report on the entire Bible.   
You must wonder how often we take for granted that children  

understand what we are teaching? 
�

����������	�
�	���
������������	�������	��������	�� ���������	���
In the beginning, which occurred near the start, there was nothing but God, darkness, and 
some gas.  The Bible says, ‘The Lord thy God is one’, but I think He must be a lot older 
than that.  Anyway, God said ‘Give me a light!’ and someone did. 
Then God made the world. 
He split the Adam and made Eve.  Adam and Eve were naked, but they weren’t 
embarrassed because mirrors hadn’t been invented yet.  Adam and Eve disobeyed God 
by eating one bad apple, so they were driven from the Garden of Eden... not sure what 
they were driven in though, because they didn’t have cars.  Adam and Eve had a son, 
Cain, who hated his brother as long as he was Abel.  Pretty soon all of the early people 
died off, except for Methuselah, who lived to be like a million or something. 
One of the next important people was Noah, who was a good guy, but one of his kids was 
kind of a Ham.  Noah built a large boat and put his family and some animals on it.  He 
asked some other people to join him, but they said they would have to take a rain check. 
After Noah came Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Jacob was more famous than his brother, 
Esau, because Esau sold Jacob his birthmark in exchange for some pot roast.  Jacob had 
a son named Joseph who wore a really loud sports coat. 
Another important Bible guy is Moses, whose real name was Charlton Heston.  Moses led 
the Israel Lights out of Egypt and away from the evil Pharaoh after god sent ten plagues 
on Pharaoh’s people.  These plagues included frogs, mice, lice, bowels, and no cable. 
God fed the Israel Lights every day with manicotti.  Then he gave them His Top Ten 
Commandments.  These include: don’t lie, cheat, smoke, dance, or covet your 
neighbour’s stuff.  Oh, yeah, I just thought of one more: Humour thy father and they 
mother. 
One of Moses’ best helpers was Joshua who was the first Bible guy to use spies.  Joshua 
fought the battle of Geritol and the fence fell over on the town. 
After Joshua came David.  He got to be king by killing a giant with a slingshot. He had a 
son named Solomon who had about 300 wives and 500 porcupines.  My teacher says he 
was wise, but that doesn’t sound very wise to me. 
After Solomon there were a bunch of major league prophets.  One of these was Jonah, 
who was swallowed by a big whale and then barfed up on the shore. 
There were also some minor league prophets, but I guess we don’t have to worry about 
them. 
After the Old Testament came the New Testament.  Jesus is the star of the New.  He was 
born in Bethlehem in a barn. (I wish I had been born in a barn too, because my mum is 
always saying to me, ‘Close the door!  Were you born in a barn?’  It would be nice to say, 
‘As a matter fact, I was’.) 
During his life, Jesus had many arguments with sinners like the Pharisees and the 
Democrats.  Jesus also had twelve opossums.  The worst one was Judas Asparagus.  
Judas was so evil that they named a terrible vegetable after him. 
Jesus was a great man.  He healed many leopards and even preached to some Germans 
on the Mount. 
But the Democrats and all those guys put Jesus on trial before Pontius the Pilot.  Pilot 
didn’t stick up for Jesus.  He just washed his hands instead. 
Anyway, Jesus died for our sins, then came back to life again. He went up to Heaven but 
will be back at the end of the aluminium.  His return is foretold in the book of Revolution. 
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