Charity or Membership

| attended part of the Charities Commission regional forum and was amazed to learn that
there are 25,000 registered Charities in New Zealand, 804 in Hawke’s Bay alone. | have
been involved with three of them (the Church, Napier Foodbank and the Chaplaincy Trust at
EIT). Nationwide the income of all charities is $10 billion which is twice the size of the New
Zealand manufacturing sector. This excludes all the volunteer hours which is 1.2 million
hours per week (worth over $15 million per week).
Do you wonder that the things you do for the Church, for your neighbours, or for any
charities you support are not important? Do you ever feel you are “just a volunteer”. Do you
ever wonder whether anybody notices? When someone thanks you do you say - “it was
nothing!”
These statistics show that what you do is part of something huge. You are part of
something significant - more important to the economy than the manufacturing sector! More
importantly, vital to the quality of life of those you help.
It was amazing to learn that because of the donations and income the charity sector
employs the equivalent of 4035 full time workers in Hawke's Bay alone. St Columba’s
employ me, Rhonda in the office, Wim with the youth, Peter and all the KFC staff, plus a
cleaner. Wages at St Columba consume the biggest portion of our income by far. Good
staff and volunteers are vital to achieve our goals. Good staff have accountability, continuity
and a bigger range of responsibilities. Good volunteers know that what they do makes a
difference and enables great things to be done. Good volunteers know that in an
organisation like the Church we couldn’'t pay for everything that gets done - and most
wouldn’t want to be paid. For many their service is a part of belonging - it's like doing the
dishes at home - it's everybody pitching in and helping out. For others it is the sense that
they are making a difference - achieving something great. The Church needs to find the
right balance between paid staff and volunteers and to focus on what is important. Pristine
buildings with no one using them are not much value. But buildings that enable staff and
volunteers to work efficiently and that speak about the value we place on the work we do
can be great asset.
| was thinking about my own role in the Church and trying to be clearer about what we are
trying to achieve and what my part is. Here is what | wrote down:
At St Columba’s we aim to help people to become fully devoted followers of Christ
: By providing worship and teaching that enable all people to reach out to God and

know God reaching out to them

By providing small groups and pastoral care to enable people to reach out to each

other and build a strong community

By providing social services that enable us to reach out to the community using the

gifts, skills and passions of the congregation
If you know our Mission statement about reaching out in love to God, to each other and to
the community you will see how | have adapted it.
As you consider your own contribution to St Columba’s of time and money and talents may
you again know the gratitude of the Church and community, may you know that you are a
part of something big (not just the Charities sector - but also the Purposes of God) and may
you know God'’s blessing and continued provision (for we give of what we have been given.)
Brett
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The following comes from The Word for Today via Radio Rhema and is written by Bob
Gass Ministries. It is not in anyway intended to refer to anybody at St Columba’s but is
included for those aspiring to leadership in God’s Church.

If God has given you leadership ability - Romans 12 :8 NLT

Pastor, you know you're having a really bad day when you finally remember the name of
the person you promised to visit in the hospital - while reading the obituaries; you can't find
the book of Obadiah while leading a Bible study; your treasurer sends you a postcard from
Geneva; you are informed that the youth group used steel wool sponges for the car wash;
at a wedding, you call the groom by the bride's former boyfriend's name; your personal
parking spot gets relocated - to a restaurant half a mile away; you preach the same sermon
for the second week, and nobody notices; the church votes to change your day off to
Sunday.

Seriously, if God has given you leadership ability, remember what sets great leaders apart.

First, they're facilitators. They realise that nobody will ever be what they ought to be until
they're first doing what they ought to be doing, and that the way to fulfil your calling is to
help others discover and fulfil theirs.

Second, they're courteous. They never look down or talk down. They don't have one set of
manners for important people and another for the less important. To them, everybody is
important because everybody has God-given potential; they just work to bring it out. Third,
they're decisive. As a leader you'll be remembered for two things: the problems you created
and the ones you solved. Yes, you'll make mistakes, so learn humility, hunger for personal
growth, draw strength from God, and hopefully do it better next time.

You can receive TWFT via e-mail. Simply type Radio Rhema into your search engine and click on The Word
For Today.
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A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor's office. 'Is it true,” she wanted to
know, 'that the medication you prescribed has to be taken for the rest of my life?' 'Yes, I'm
afraid so,' the doctor told her. There was a moment of silence before the senior lady
replied, ‘I'm wondering, then, just how serious is my condition. Because this prescription is
marked “NO REPEATS"..'
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We were unable to ascertain the name of the contributor of this article apart from the letter
J. Thank you J.

Growing old is perhaps the hardest task we have to face in this life. As the saying goes,
“Getting old is not for sissies”. Mainly growing old is about losses. We devote most of our
early life to acquiring things, but they are merely things we will lose as we age. We lose
our strength, our looks, our friends, and our job. We may lose our wealth, our health, our
home, our spouse, our independence and perhaps our greatest lose of all, our sense of
dignity and self-worth.
But there is one thing that you and | will never lose — the love of God. ‘Even in your old
age | am he,” God said to Isaiah, ‘and even to grey hairs will | carry you'. Isaiah 46:4.
On my niece’s fridge door is the following:
Jesus loves me, this | know
Though my hair is white as snow,
Though my sight is growing dim
Still he bids, trust in him.

When our granddaughter Katrina told us she was to have a water baptism, | thought - ’I
would like to do that too'.

Then our daughter Carol told me she was to have this also, and | knew | wanted to share
this wonderful experience with her.

So on 16™ May we joined nine other “young” ones to have this done.

| was pleased the water was warm!

It was a great joy to have this done, it makes you feel a great happiness to receive this
special baptism. A new start in life with the Lord, a forgiveness of sins of the past.

Thank you Brett and Marjory for coming along. It was a great surprise to see you both
there.

Bobbie Lythgoe
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Items Needed : Mint, Candy Kiss, Tea Bag, Eraser, Rubber Band, Toothpick, Chewing

TOOTHPICK - to remind you to pick out the good qualities in others. - *Matthew 7:1
RUBBER BAND - to remind you to be flexible.. Things might not always go the way you
want, but it will work out. - *Romans 8:28

BAND AID - to remind you to heal hurt feelings, yours or someone else's. -

*Colossians 3:12-14

PENCIL - to remind you to list your blessings everyday. - *Ephesians 1:3

ERASER - To remind you that everyone makes mistakes, and it's okay. -

*Genesis 50:15-21

CHEWING GUM - to remind you to stick with it, and you can accomplish anything. -
*Philippians 4:13

MINT - to remind you that you are worth a mint. - *John 3:16-17

CANDY KISS - to remind you that everyone needs a kiss or a hug everyday. -
* John 4:7
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