| thought | would be controversial here because we have just had Anzac celebrations on a
Sunday and people had to choose where their priority lay. To attend a civic service of
remembrance or a worship service. | was stirred by a picture of a swastika in the Cologne
Cathedral and a challenging article by Jason Goroncy (professor at Knox — the PCANZ
Centre for Ministry - http://cruciality.wordpress.com/2009/05/05/aliens-in-the-church/)

The swastika in the church just seems wrong — because for Kiwis it stood for an euvil
regime, but Goroncy says it is also wrong because it confuses the boundary between
church and state. The church at its best must always stand partly outside the state
because the church needs to be able to speak the gospel to the state. The Gospel that
tells us to love our enemies, which calls all believers brothers and sisters no matter what
country they are from or what political views they hold. The gospel that says there is one
Lord and one God who is over all, a Lord who claims our first allegiance more than crown
or country. The church at its best has a subversive mission to transform the world to the
radical vision of Jesus. As such the church is a participant in the Spirit's subversive
mission of converting whatever culture she finds herself in. We are in the world but not of it
as Paul said.

Can we in Christ's name challenge the romanticisation of war or are we bound to only
honour the sacrifices of the past without adequate acknowledgment of the horrors and
stupidity of wars? 1 think it would be interesting to ask why celebrations of Anzac Day grow
in popularity each year and why people make “pilgrimages” to Gallipoli? Has Anzac
become a sacred, untouchable element of the nation and are we nostalgic for a heroic era
when our own lives lack the radical discipline necessary to be heroic in our own generation
— not on the battle front — but in facing the myriad social challenges that beset our nation or
the world or in the radical nature of our discipleship. The Church also needs to question its
own role in celebrating Anzac Day - have we become a chaplain of the state and its violent
machinery — baptizing the ugliness of war and pride and violence without also calling for
repentance.

During Hitler's reign in Germany he was seen as the hero and the saviour of the
nation. Nationalism and patriotism became the breeding ground for the atrocities against
the Jews (and others) and many of the churches succumbed to the rhetoric and lost their
power to critique. People like Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Karl Barth gathered in 1934 to
affirm the Barmen Declaration which specifically rejects the subordination of the church to
the state. Rather, the Declaration states that the church "is solely Christ's property, and that
it lives and wants to live solely from his comfort and from his direction in the expectation of
his appearance.”

Radical discipleship of Christ may mean that we become unpopular, that we choose
worship over civic ceremony (or find ways to do both in a way that honours our primary
allegiance.)

On a personal note. In a few weeks | have been asked to bless a memorial Ces Thomsen
has organized for the Patoka community to acknowledge the contribution of those who
came into the district after the war mostly working on rehab farms. It is a reminder that
there are multiple ways of serving one’s society, not always by taking up arms.
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Reading: "Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my path.”

Psalm 119:105

Prayer:  Thank you Lord for your word. We thank you for the Bible and the
guidance you give us as we read your word, and apply it to our lives. Thank you

Lord for your promises. Amen.
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Wednesday morning is my music and fun boost for the week.

Mainly Music encourages pre school children and parents, or caregivers to sing,
dance around and explore making sounds for half an hour on Wednesday and/or
Thursday mornings in Fish Hall.

The skills developed are used with balance, rhythm, writing and mathematics so
are important for enquiring minds.

Many of the songs we sing are Christian based.

The session ends with a drink and food for all. The mums do enjoy this time to
relax and chat over home baking.

We have fluctuating attendance, depending on the weather, between 30 and 50
children at each session. So it is noisy.

Older ones move on to kindergarten and new mums join in.

Theme sessions this term have included Valentines Day with red ribbons, hearts
and chocolate. Art Deco teddy bears picnic with bear songs, dress up in deco
clothes, picnic delights of tiny cucumber sandwiches.

St Patrick’s Day with green hats, shamrock, and shortbread with green icing.
Easter - A special picture book was given to each family, along with eggs.

LOVE tells the story of Easter, with colourful pictures. LOVE has become one of
the favourite songs, as it is on the CD purchased by many families in

December.

DVDs and videos are for hire and Karen donated more to the collection.

We do enjoy the enthusiasm of the young leaders — Armin, Zandra and Vicky who
help hand out props, instruments and bounce around to the music. Front line
helpers welcome the children, put a stamp on little hands and help mums find
nametags and certificates. These certificates are acknowledgement of the
children’s attendance.

We thank the ladies who prepare the morning tea, which is appreciated by all.
Pianists who tune in to the needs of little people and play slow, fast, soft and loud.
Mainly Music runs very well with support from Brett, the Mainly Music newsletters
from Auckland national office, care givers and mums who bring their children each
week.

Call in for a visit, if you want to see littlies having fun.

Thursday coordinator Karen Jensen
Wednesday coordinator Margaret De La Haye
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS
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