To plan or not to plan - that is the question? Someone said to fail to plan is to plan to fail.
Someone else said if it doesn’t matter where you end up any road will take you there (Alice
in Wonderland). To plan suggests that things need to change - that they cannot carry on as
they are. Do we want change? Someone else said - “you can change anything you want -
as long as it's after | am gone!
Part of the role of Session is to evaluate the activities of the church and to seek their
constant improvement. We went through an exercise recently where we asked where
would we like to see the worship at the church in ten years’ time. Here are some of the
ideas they came up with:
: Multicultural services - for different ethnic groups or at least reflecting the diversity of
people in our area.
CREATIVITY and variety! Different styles of worship services.
Modern worship songs as well as the ones we are familiar with.
Youth band developing young musicians’ talents
Moveable chairs so we could rearrange the worship space! (Some want the stage
area extended)
The commonest suggestion was “More Participation” - this stressed involvement by
youth and children. The freedom for people to share a scripture or story that was
meaningful to their faith.
Quality performers (singers, bible readers, dramas...)
ThIS all sounded great to me - but the challenge is to build a team who can implement some
of these ideas. We know we want the worship to be God centred and God honouring,
vibrant and inspiring but it doesn’t happen by itself.
Do you write poems or get emails that inspire and would you share them with the church?
Are you an administrative-type person with a heart for worship that would make contact with
children each week to get them to do the call to worship or a reading?
Are you a gifted reader but have never been asked to help or do you like drama...?
Are you able to train and encourage young musicians?
Do you have a dream about worship and are you prepared to do what it takes to turn the
dream into a reality?
Are you brave enough to tell Brett or Rhonda and meet every couple of months to plan
services. If so, contact the church office.
All this talk of ten year plans or even one year plans prompted one Session member to
remind us that many great plans never come to fruition. The key is what steps we take
today towards the goals.
It seems to me that worship is the most important thing we do together for it causes us to
look upward - to remind ourselves that we belong to a God who loves us, a God who has
bigger plans than all we could dream of or think. It causes us to look around - as a
communal activity it reminds us that we are called to love one another, and that we have a
role in encouraging each other and bearing witness to the world. Finally it reminds us to
look within - for at its heart worship is declaring God’s worth, and causes us to re-examine
the worth of so many other things that hold our attention and consume our time and energy.
May God Bless you all,
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T DionT AppRECIATE ANY of THAT
So CALLED “WORSHIP AND PRAISE
MUSIC You SANG TODAY, REV.

THAT 'S OKAY.
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Reading: "God is to be trusted, the God who called you to have fellowship
with his son Jesus Christ our Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:9

Prayer:  Thank you Lord you can be trusted, help us to put our trust in you. Thank you
for the beauty we see all about us, your creation. Amen




Here is a story just for you
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As you will be aware, Stefan Slooten is undertaking a Mission trip to India. Many of you
have been generous in assisting with his fund raising. We are in receipt of the following
letter from Stefan:

Dear St Columba’s Family,

There have only been a few times when | have been awestruck by the sheer goodness of
people, and your generosity towards my mission trip to India is one of them! With my
whole heart, | thank you for every dollar and cent you have contributed. | have reached
the final amount | required for the trip so we are set to go on the 25" November.

My faith has been challenged beyond what | bargained for already and | feel that it is only
the beginning. From minor inconveniences, to the couriers loosing my passport for 12
days, | have been forced to depend on God. | think that so many things have gone wrong
that it can only be God teaching us to trust him!

All that is left now is to get a number of injections, a re-entry visa and to finish my year of
study. | can’t say I'm excited about the injections: apparently I'll be sitting down tentatively
for a day or two afterwards...

In other news, | have taken over as president of the Massey Christian Fellowship, which
has been a joy and refreshment to me. | even had a chance to do the main talk last week
because our speaker couldn’t make it! (I spoke on trusting God...)

When | come back from India | shall bring back many stories and photos to share with you
all. Until then, keep us in your prayers as we remember you in ours.

Many thanks,



God Had a Dream
God had a dream that began in Asian sail,
Of women lifting hands to pray and to toil,
Finding in Asia a handmaid seeking Him
God put it in her heart the FLC dream.

The wee, silver, copper least coin of the realm
Is sent with faith that God is at the helm,
And as each woman prays and gives and shares,
Those in pain will know that someone cares.

God has a dream, let us dream it with God, too.
That Shalom on each may really come true.
This Shalom of healing and wholeness and peace,

God will with our prayers and our gifts release.
by Rayann Ma

The members of our two women’s groups participate with Christian women of every
continent in the Fellowship of the Least Coin.

The basis of belonging is our concern for reconciliation and peace with intercession for
those in special need of God’s grace.

Our “least coin” offerings are contributed annually to a common fund from which grants
are given in the name of Christian women throughout the world. There is no attempt to
determine the amount of coins from any country and it is important for this fund to be used
for ministries of mercy on every continent.

The Fellowship of the Least Coin creates Christian community among those of different
national, racial, cultural, economic and religious backgrounds and supports programmes
which work for justice and peace throughout the world.

The project grants for 2008 total $130,000US with $17,000US being used in the Pacific
region.

With our continued prayers and financial support the dream of Shanti Solomon lives on

after more than 50 years.
by Anne Lanigan

Recently the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand discussed its overseas
Mission work, and how effectively it has developed, especially in regard to Vanuatu,
Myanmar, Taiwan etc. Flowing from that came the deeper question as to whether the
Church, as a whole, is still determined to take the healing power of Christ into the world as
it once was. In reply, the following was quoted from the minutes of the very first meeting of
the Auckland Presbytery on 14 October 1856, which were aimed specifically at overseas
mission. The language is obviously older but take the time to read.

"Believing that it is the duty of the Church of Christ, in obedience to her Master's
command, in harmony with her design, in gratitude to God for all the unspeakable benefits
she enjoys, and out of respect for her spiritual welfare, to endeavour to extend the
knowledge of salvation throughout, [the Presbytery of Auckland] feels called upon on thus
early to acknowledge the obligation that rests upon them , while seeking to advance and
maintain the interests of true religion at home, to enter on the work of mission in general,
S0 soon as in God's providence they shall be in circumstance to

direct the contributions of their people into specific channels.”

The motion, agree to by the Auckland Presbytery, has never been rescinded.
Submitted by Brett



Peter Wooten and others have been working hard to take this idea and make it a reality.
As you may know we get very good feedback from our holiday programmes and have had
requests from parents to run after school care as well. Then we heard that Reigner
School was closing its programme as they needed the space for their expanding roll.
Both the Session and the Board of Managers agreed that if we could offer a needed
community service and also help a new generation of children learn about the God who
loves them then it would be a good thing. With financial help from the Ministry of Social
Development we are planning to open a viable service on October 13™.

With any new project there are lots of hoops to jump through and we have been applying
for resource consents from the Council and approval from the MSD and CYPS (they fund
many of the children to attend). We have been looking at staffing and starting to develop
the policies and procedures so that the children and leaders are safe, and that we reach
our goals.

We are grateful that all things seem to be falling into place and the next challenge is to get
plenty of children enrolled. (We have had positive numbers respond already but need
more.) There is a flyer prepared and if you have family or neighbours who might be
interested in a positive programme with a spiritual component please let them know.

While we will pay some staff, one of the reasons our holiday programmes work so well is
because we have lots of people as part of the team. Some bake, some pop in to talk with
the children, or help with a craft or activity. If you are interested in helping a child with its
homework, or providing some supervision, or helping with a craft activity please let us
know (Peter Wooten 843 7770 or the church office). If you are interested in a paid
position if you can talk to us as well.
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS
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