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How can the Church have a great future?  That is the question that has plagued me this 
year.  It seems to me that some things are vital.  We have to value our Children, Youth 
and Families.  We have to serve.  We have to be true to Jesus.    
Valuing our Children, Youth and Families   I have been feeling my age this year.  I 
have needed glasses to read, I have lost most of my wisdom (teeth that is - only one left) 
and my memory!  Yet to many of the congregation I am young, the age of their children or 
grandchildren.  Yet my baby turned 21 this year and I could easily be a grandfather (Paul 
is now the age I was when he was born).   I realise how much I like the music of the 60's, 
70's and 80's (old stuff).  Am I the right person to reach a younger generation or even 
plan worship for them? YET last Sunday’s service was awesome - with Pam, Wim and 
the Kool Kids’ leaders  organising a great all-age service, and there were six children who 
were either new or hadn’t been for ages, plus several youth who rarely attend on Sunday 
mornings.  For the church to have a great future we need to do more of that - seeing our 
young ones up the front and leading and being valued and involved.  I think they would 
learn more by participation than they ever would sitting and listening.  So it is up to us 
oldies to create the environment where we see and hear from our children, as we learn to 
value each other. 
We have to serve    Years ago we were in a group discussing what our different spiritual 
gifts were so I asked God, and the thought came to me - “Helps.”  My response was “how 
boring”.  An Evangelist or great Preacher would be fun, or a Powerful Healing ministry or 
Insightful Prophet - but Helps!  I looked up that gift and it says - “Helps other people fulfil 
their God given calling”.  I wonder if that approach still marks my ministry and whether it 
is a fulfilment of Eph 4:11-12 “Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the 
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their 
responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his w ork and build up the church, the 
body of Christ. ”   I think no matter what our spiritual gift it has to be others centred.  
Besides my roles here I have other roles around the city and Presbytery (I am Interim 
Moderator at two Churches at the moment, and Chair the Foodbank...)  All I can do is 
help them accomplish their mission.  I think I am also a pragmatist at heart who does 
things if they help. Evangelism helps if coming to faith in Jesus helps a person become a 
more whole person.  Teaching helps if there is something you can do which is consistent 
with biblical truth but also practical - it’s not just about knowing more but becoming more 
like Christ. For the Church to have a future people need to see that participation helps 
them and that together we can help others.  I do worry about some churches and 
organisations who are so concerned about their own survival that they forget about 
others, or they are so content with being a close caring group that no one else is served 
and helped.  Both things are a recipe for having NO future. 
We have to be True to Jesus   The danger of pragmatists is that they will do whatever it 
takes to be relevant and “helpful” or successful so that truth or integrity can be sacrificed.  
Someone challenged me to put all the commandments into one sentence - and I said 
“Follow Jesus”.  “Following Jesus” as a rule for life  is interesting because it is what Jesus  
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called his disciples to do - “follow me” - It wasn’t to build an organisation or people 
movement, it wasn’t to transform society.  It was relational - and not simply to follow a 
moral code.  It was dynamic - sometimes it was to engage with the crowds, teaching, 
healing and feeding, and sometimes it was to come away by themselves.  The challenge 
of a church which wants to have a future is what does it mean to follow Jesus and to be 
true to him.  What is he calling us to leave behind, what is he calling us to do?  Is he 
calling us from the security of our boats to walk on water or.... 
With these thoughts about the future in Mind let me talk about the past.  Valuing our 
Children Youth and Families.  In the past year we have tried Friday Fellowship Family 
Fun times, Creative Services on a Sunday, extended our KFC Holiday programmes to 
include before and  after school care.   All this has been a great deal of work for Pam 
Thrupp, Wim Slooten Karen Vickery, Richard Nicholson and Peter Wooten and teams.  
But whatever these key leaders do also is dependent on the support and cooperation of 
the whole congregation.   It is both the creativity and passion of the leaders and your 
willingness to applaud their efforts and forgive their failures that makes a difference.  It is 
your smile and taking an interest in the children and families rather than frowning or 
grumbling if they make noise or.... It is your willingness to pray and bake and assist that 
makes a difference to the leaders.  Thank you. 
We have to serve   Some people stand out as particular helpers to me.   They are Pam 
Thrupp as Session Clerk, Robin Arnold as pastoral care coordinator and Alys who plays 
the piano for me at rest homes. Keith Woodcock who leaves soon to get married in the 
USA. Keith has taken on responsibilities in the Presbytery and has done a huge amount 
of electrical work in the back halls.   This year we have had four international volunteers 
who have also come to serve - Felix and Alex and now Fiorella and Markus.  These have 
been great as they have been tremendous assistants not only to KFC but also to many of 
the other things we do at the church.  Thanks especially to those who have hosted them 
(Keith Woodcock and Margaret Dorrington and Kirsty Jamieson) and those who donated 
extra towards their board.  I am also grateful for Rhonda in the church office who has 
taken on several jobs to assist me with bookings for the Tukituki camp and more. 
We have to be True to Jesus  I have appreciated the congregation’s openness and 
support to a man who came to church for six months before going to jail.  Those who 
knew what he had done showed great grace. I have also appreciated those who were 
willing to challenge me or the congregation to be true and consistent to Jesus - because 
Jesus wasn’t just about Grace - but Grace and Truth. (John 1:14)   In one sense all we 
have to ask in looking back over the past year is “Have I been true to Jesus in all I have 
said and done?”  That is my hope and what I and we all should strive for.    
So as we approach this annual meeting and as you read these annual reports may you 
also think not only what have we achieved but have we worked to ensure the church has 
a bright future because we have valued our Children, Youth and Families.  We have 
served.  And we have been true to Jesus.    
 

Thank you all and God bless you all, 
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Reading: ”I will praise you, Lord, with all my heart, I will tell of all the 
wonderful things you have done.  I will sing with joy because of you.  I will sing 
praise to you, Almighty God.”  Psalm 9:1 & 2 
 

Prayer:   Thank you Lord for your continuing love for us and your guidance over the last 
year in our Church Family.  May we go into the next year loving and serving you, asking 
for your guidance in all the planning as we spread your love in the community. Amen. 

2 



�������	������	���	
���������	������	���	
���������	������	���	
���������	������	���	
��	 			
Reverend Brett Walker and the Session, who are ordained Elders, are entrusted with the 
spiritual well being of St Columba’s. We are grateful to Brett, as our Minister, for his work 
in this Parish and in the wider community. Brett has been very involved this year with the 
Foodbank, the Tuki Tuki campsite, EIT chaplaincy and his involvement with the 
vacancies in the Hawke’s Bay area. Brett visits many people in the hospitals and the 
Hospice. He is a caring and compassionate man who brings the love of God to many 
through his actions. The work of a Minister is not easy with demands made on them from 
many areas. We, as a Parish must support and encourage Brett in his work. If necessary, 
the criticism should be constructive and helpful. Thank you Brett for all your efforts and 
may God richly bless you giving you strength, courage and energy to carry out the work 
He calls you to do. 
Earlier this year Francie Reed resigned from Session. We miss her input, her wisdom 
and her knowledge. Thank you Francie for all the time and effort you put in to try to help 
us make changes. God bless you. 
Keith Woodcock has also resigned from Session. Keith has spent many years serving 
God through Eldership, as a Session Clerk, Presbytery rep, Interim moderator at Knox 
and the many hours he has given to do electrical work at St Columba’s. Keith is leaving 
New Zealand to marry Esther, and he will be living in Washington for the next four years. 
We wish him God’s blessing on his new marriage, his new life in the USA and thank him 
for his faithful service. 
Helen Halliday resigned as an Elder from the Patoka district as they moved to Hastings 
earlier in the year. Thank you Helen for your many years of service to the Patoka district.          
At present we are approaching people and asking them to prayerfully consider accepting 
the call of Eldership, as our numbers are now so small. 
We wish to thank the Elders Emeriti for their willingness to help when called upon, 
especially with communion duties.  
Session is also grateful to the many people who help with delivering the communion 
invites and assisting with the prayers during the services. Your help lightens the load for 
the Elders. Thankyou.  
I would like to thank Session for all their work and commitment and especially for the 
support they give me as Session Clerk. There is much wisdom among the Session 
members and although we are a small group we work well together with the one purpose 
in mind, to bring the love of Christ to all who attend St Columba’s. 
After trialling Friday Fun Food and Fellowship nights for over a year, it was decided to 
go into recess. The numbers were dropping and a lot of effort was going into organising 
these evenings for just a few people. After a lot of discussion it was decided to have a 
Creative Family Service every four weeks. This would give the children an opportunity to 
participate in the service and give them a greater sense of belonging to their Church 
Family. It has been a great success. The children are keen to take part and the 
congregation have been generous in their praise and acceptance of this service.   
Wim Slooten is employed as the Parish Assistant for Youth . He is dedicated and 
committed to his youth work. With help from Sue, Kirsty and Brian, he organises the 
many activities and studies for the kids. Working with youth has its many challenges but 
Wim is efficient and determined to bring the word of God to the youth who attend. Thank 
you Wim to you and your team for the very important work you do. 
Kool Kids are very fortunate to have Richard Nicholson and Karen Vickery to lead them. 
These two cheerful, happy people are dedicated to our younger members and run 
interesting and exciting programmes through music, art, stories and drama. The numbers 
fluctuate from week to week and it is always difficult when preparing a lesson when it 
could be two or 15! Karen is stepping aside at the end of term three to pursue her 
studies. We are so grateful to her for the time she has given to the Kool Kids and we 
know the kids will really miss her. Thank you to the both of you for your time and 
commitment. 
Wilma Ennor resigned from her position as convenor of Kool Kids earlier this year. Wilma 
has been of great support to the leaders over several years and we thank her most 
sincerely for the work she put into Kool Kids.        .../ 
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The Holiday Programme has now become KFC and this translates into Kids Friendly 

Care. Peter Wooten is the convenor of KFC and runs a before and after school care 
programme. It has built up from approx 6 to over 20 per day, which shows the huge need 
for good care for children whose parents work. Well done Peter. 
The holiday programme has grown to such an extent that numbers are now limited 45/50. 
Louise Nicholson has been employed as Peter’s right hand woman. She is very creative 
with craft and cooking and a great asset to the programme. God has certainly blessed this 
outreach. Thank you to all those who work with the children and those who support KFC 
with baking, volunteering and with prayer. 
KFC has also benefitted with the help from the students from overseas. Alex from Korea 
and Felix from Germany, were invaluable in helping with the children’s programmes.  
Mainly Music is also an outreach to the community and the number of children who 
attend on Wednesdays and Thursdays is challenging and heart warming. It is good to see 
new mums meeting together. Many of the congregation are involved with assisting this 
programme and we thank you for your support. Thankyou to Margaret and Karen for all 
the preparation you put into running Mainly Music. 
The death of Arthur Fordyce was a great loss to Mainly Music as he was a well loved and 
respected helper. 
The Pastoral Committee , led by Robin Arnold, serves a very important role in the life of 
St Columba. Every Wednesday a small group of people meet to discuss the needs of the 
people from this Parish. Approximately 25/30 people are visited every month. Hospital 
patients are visited twice a week, once, from either Marjory Yelverton or Robin and once 
from Brett. New families to the Parish and bereaved families are also visited.  This 
committee also organises and runs the dinners for those who live alone, and that makes 
up approximately one third of our Parish. The Men’s Breakfasts are also organised by this 
committee and are well attended.  Thank you to this committee for the way you show 
Christ’s love and compassion to the people from St Columba. 
The Communication Committee works well together to bring current and interesting 
news to our attention. Thank you for continuing to produce the Halo. It is a good source of 
information, well read and widely distributed by many willing volunteers. 
There are many dedicated people who give of their time and talents to make this Parish 
run smoothly. The organists, music leaders, flower ladies, sound operators, cleaners, 
groundsmen, morning tea folk and the Op Shop volunteers all do a wonderful job and we 
thank you most sincerely for your efforts. 
The Board works tirelessly to maintain the buildings and the grounds. It is a credit to them 
that St Columba’s is in good order and lovingly cared for. The new youth area is a 
wonderful place for the kids. It is bright and warm and welcoming. Many people worked 
hard to turn what was a cold dismal and uninviting place into what it is today. Thank you 
to you all. 
Amanda Druzianic our Parish Treasurer is a very efficient, well-organised and 
approachable young woman to whom we offer our sincere thanks for the work she does. 
Session minutes are well documented and presented by our cheerful minute’s clerk, Pam 
Watkins. Thanks Pam. 
The Church office is well run by Rhonda Holt who is always helpful and approachable. 
Thank you Rhonda for the work you do. 
St Columba’s is a Church family to which one feels a strong sense of belonging. It is 
made up from a diversity of ages and different opinions and cultures, but generally it 
works well together, embracing and acting on our Mission Statement “A family reaching 
out in love to God, each other and to the community”. 
May God continue to bless this Church Family, helping us to put Christ first in our lives, in 
our worship and in our work. 
Yours in Christ, 
����	
����
�  Session Clerk 
Elders:   Reverend Brett Walker ( Moderator), Robin Arnold, Hans Marnewick, Dot 
McLeod, Nancye Munro, Sue Read, Francie Reed, Barry Thrupp, Pam Thrupp ( Session 
Clerk), Keith Woodcock, Peter Wooten, Colin Zachan  
Patoka Elders:   Roger Thomsen, Helen Halliday Minute Secretary:   Pam Watkins 
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Mid Week Service Report 

The Mid Week Service, which has been operating for over 10 years, is a wonderful 
opportunity for members of St Columba's congregation to meet and assist the elderly folk 
from the Retirement Homes in the area.   Whether you are part of the co-coordinating 
"team" who help each month, a willing assistant in the kitchen,  provide a  plate for 
morning tea, help with transport or just happen to be passing through, your friendliness to 
these delightful folk is really appreciated.   They enjoy the social contact and the service 
taken by Brett gives them the worship and peace they may otherwise miss.   My sincere 
thanks to all concerned. Apart from all this the residents themselves and their carers are a 
real inspiration to those of us who are privileged to share the morning with them. 
 As co-coordinator I am always on the look out for more helpers to add to my roster.  If you 
think this could be you please phone me – 844 3554 or contact the Church office. 
����������������
� Co-coordinator 
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We thank you Lord for another year of listening to our prayers, spoken and unspoken.  
We have shifted to another room opposite the kitchen and we all enjoy the children’s work 
and the special feel this room has.  We open our time of prayer with a Bible reading and 
then our thank you prayers.  We pray for the needs of our congregation, friends and the 
many other items of prayer. 
The Lord has blessed our group in many ways and we are very grateful.  Thank you Lord. 
Psalm 16:5  You Lord are all I have and you give me all I need.   
A warm welcome is extended to you all to join us. 
����
�������
����

������������������ �

 
Napier Community Foodbank Report  

The congregation of St Columba is well represented in its outreach to many organisations.  
One of these is the Foodbank which benefits from the generous giving by members of 
food and money in the Sunday basket, by the regular donation from the Op Shop, by the 
members who collect from supermarkets, those who pack the parcels and those who 
serve on the committee chaired by Rev Brett Walker.  Your input is part of about fifty 
volunteers who keep this much needed service running with the help of only two paid 
workers who make a valuable contribution. 
In these depression times more people are losing employment, finding it difficult to pay 
mortgages and even, when able to find work after redundancy there will be a period 
without income.  Hard times too, affect donors who will be tightening their belts and having 
second thoughts about giving; so the need increases. 
To qualify for food from the Foodbank a referral has to come from some other social 
agency and, such is the demand, that applicants can get only one parcel a year.  It is only 
what we provide that can be passed on.  To illustrate the demand: during the year to 31st 
March 1331 parcels were given out to 5538 people (2417 adults and 3121 children).  July 
this year was the Foodbank’s biggest month when 189 parcels were given out and there 
has been an increase of 30 – 40 each week recently. 
The Napier Community Foodbank sincerely thanks the donors, helpers and supporters 
whose commitment is invaluable. 
	���!�����
�

MISSIONARY GUILD  
As we celebrate 100 years of women’s groups at St Columba’s it gives me much pleasure 
to present the annual report of the Missionary Guild for 2009.  As Nancye Munro reminded 
us at our service of celebration, Rev Hill’s wife, Marion, was the first President of the 
Ladies’ Guild.  Reading the archives, it was difficult to determine how many ladies were 
involved with the Guild and with PWMU at that time.  Probably less than the 25 ladies who 
belong to our group today. 
Today’s members don’t organise social events, bake or stitch as has been the case in the 
past.  Nevertheless, we enjoy the monthly fellowship with each other, provide financial 
support to several organisations and keep our focus on the mission work of the Church 
both within Aotearoa/New Zealand and overseas. 
In the past 12 months, guest speakers have informed us of the chaplaincy work at EIT, the 
Whitestone Chapel mission, Lifelink alarms from St John and the new Curtain Bank 
project.  We have visited Lauru in the Solomon Islands through a DVD, been taken on a 
trip to Ireland and told about living in the pre-Olympics Beijing, admired our treasured cups 
and saucers and enjoyed a balmy summer afternoon in the shade of a large tree in a 
lovely garden. 
We give thanks for the life of Dot Andrews.  Members have celebrated special wedding 
anniversaries and birthdays, coped with medical tests, illness and family concerns, all in 
the knowledge that the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. 
My thanks to all who take a special part in the life of the Missionary Guild, to Rev Brett 
Walker and to our auditor, Mr John McLay. 
Arohanui, �����"���#���
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St Columba’s Evening Fellowship Annual Report 
 

It is my pleasure to present this, the 47th annual report of St Columba’s Evening 
Fellowship. 
This has been a special year for women at St Columba’s it being the centennial of 
women’s organisations within the parish.  A special service was held in March and was 
conducted by members of Missionary Guild and Evening Fellowship – congratulations on 
a great milestone. 
We have a membership of 42 with an average attendance of 26. 
It has been an interesting year with speakers and entertainment. 
July: was our first meeting.  We had soup, rolls and desert and afterwards we 

played bingo and Beatle. 
August: two staff members from the new Presbyterian Support Enliven Programme 

were our speakers. 
September: Ian Beaton spoke to us about the history of the McDonald family in Taradale 

and their new supermarket at Greenmeadows. 
October: We were meant to have a night out at the movies but as there was nothing 

suitable showing we had our own show in the lounge.  The movie was 
“Second Hand Wedding”.  Icecream was served at halftime and a good time 
was had by all. 

November:  Our Christmas meeting, this time a musical night.  An Andre Rieu DVD was 
shown.  A nice Christmas supper afterwards was enjoyed by everyone. 

February: Our picnic on Marine Parade was cold, wet and windy but we enjoyed a hot 
coffee at Ocean Spa.  Some hardy souls even went for a swim. 

March: Royden Day gave us an insight into the work of the Family Centre. 
April: Liz Claire from Napier Hearing Association was our speaker. 
May: Two lovely ladies gave us a tasting of Prenzals wares. 
We have had three major fundraisers this year: 

Our soup, rolls and desert evening 
Waitressing for EIT international students’ dinner 
Play at the playhouse in Napier 

Jenny and her team have continued to cater for the funerals.  Thank you Jenny and your 
team. 
We continue to bring items for “Caring For”.  This year we have cared for the Beacon, 
Mahana, the Foodbank, Parkinsons HB, Lucky Dip (for the Fair) and SPCA. 
Monetary funds have gone to: 

APW project     Beacon 
Parkinsons HB    Open Home Foundation 
Delegate to APW conference  St Columba’s Kids Friendly Care 
Stefan Slooten’s trip to India  New stove for church kitchen 
Fridge for Youth Group 

Dot has been our APW representative and kept us well informed.  A loyal handful of our 
members have attended APW meetings.  Thanks to them and to Dot. 
Thank you also to those who have taken devotions during the year. 
We continue to be aware of those members who have been unwell or have had sadness 
over the year.  Our thoughts have been with you. 
I would like to thank all committee members.  I am sure you will agree that they have 
provided us with a varied programme, making it possible to socialise and enjoy fellowship 
with one another. 
We look forward to a new year and ask God’s blessing as we seek to serve him each 
day. 
Thank you all, 
��## �$������
President  
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The last financial year has seen major changes for the holiday programmes previously 
operated by St Columba’s. Late last year Reignier Catholic School closed its OSCAR 
programmes (After School and Holiday Programmes funded by the Ministry of Social 
Development) due to a lack of space and Brett Walker raised the idea of starting up our 
own OSCAR programme. And so it went from there. 
We opened our doors in the last school term of 2008 (October) offering Morning, 
Afternoon and Holiday Care. Initially our numbers were below - five per day for the 
Morning and Afternoon Care but by the end of June 2009 approximately 20 children per 
day were using Afternoon Care and 40 per day for our Holiday Programme. Morning Care 
still struggles at about 5 per day with less demand from the community. 
Our children come predominantly from Reignier School while others come from Taradale 
Primary and Intermediate, St Pat’s Primary and Tamatea Intermediate. 
All our programmes include a Christian content ranging from whole mornings during the 
holiday programmes to prayers/grace/videos/art in the afternoon after school. To keep the 
children occupied after school we also travel to Anderson Park, Onekawa Pools and 
Dolbel Reserve by vans kindly supplied by Napier Christian Fellowship, Arts and Crafts, 
Woodwork, Gardening, Playstation, Computers, Sports, Homework and Cooking amongst 
others. We also hire the Reignier School swimming pools in the summer which we use 
one afternoon per week. We are in the process of starting up an AWANA Christian Club 
(the acronym comes from the first letters of the phrase “Approved workmen are not 
ashamed” (2 Timothy 2:15) one afternoon per week and music lessons as well. 
As you know the Youth Room is completed and is a wonderful asset for the Church. Many 
thanks to the Board of Managers and all those who helped. We are now in the process of 
obtaining funding to renovate the old crèche. 
Also many thanks to all those who have helped in some way over the last year. Your 
efforts are appreciated immensely. 
Everyone is also warmly invited to come and spend time with us, for a cup of tea or 
coffee, fresh baking or just to play with the children. 
We also look forward to the coming year with its many challenges knowing that we will 
provide a loving Christian environment to all the children and parents who use our 
service. 

������!������
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In last year’s report I made two comments: 

It was my aim to get a greater involvement with families of our youth. 
It would be good to “pick the brains” of some other churches.  

I can state, with some satisfaction, that our communications with parents and teenagers 
have improved considerably this year. We will be completing our second “Toolbox for 
Parents” on September 16th and it is encouraging that quite a few parents of our youth 
ministry are now attending this course. 
The increased use of email has helped a lot with keeping everyone in the loop, whilst 
keeping the cost of postage down. I also visited some families in their home. 
Pirimai Baptist share their youth programmes with us and we are truly grateful for this 
resource.  
The improved facilities in our re-vamped youth hall are making a huge difference to us 
and I wish to thank everyone who has had a hand in this project. 
Our youth ministry can only be successful if enough adults and mature young leaders 
participate in the programmes. Sue has done a tremendous job this year showing our 
youth that they can have fun in our environment, whilst exposing the youth to Christian 
values and teaching. Without the input of Brian, Bruce, Katrina, Peter and Vincent we 
would not be able to run our programmes; their efforts are invaluable. I am confident that 
Markus and Fiorella will make a positive contribution during the remainder of this year.  
 “Massive” the Friday night programme for the younger teenagers is having a very 
successful year. We are meeting weekly now and have been kayaking at Pandora Pond, 
organised a rally and hot-pool event, did 10 pin bowling with chips at McDonalds, and 
attended “The Making of a Master Piece” with other youth groups. An all-nighter in 
support of the 40 hour Famine raised over $600. We had great support from our leaders 
and some parents. These large events all depend on team work as 27 youth attended 
this great stay-awake-all-night event.  
30 of us visited the SPCA in August and it was great to see the interest and involvement 
of the youth and the compassion for animals that Natalie showed on behalf of the SPCA.  
At the end of August we headed off to the mountains for our annual “snow weekend”. We 
appreciate the use of the Laing’s bach and trailer. 
Our social Friday night programme has blossomed this year and we are able to share the 
gospel with our youth on a regular basis, but our challenge lies with the older youth in 
that they seem to lose interest in belonging to a Christian Youth Group after they turn 16 
and need a job to pay for the luxuries of life.  
“Now We Are Talking” has enjoyed many good talks but the numbers attending is 
disappointing compared with the success in the previous two years. We discuss biblical 
topics and issues relevant to the youth of today. Currently we are doing the “Sermon on 
the Mount” and the issues of divorce, anger and forgiveness. We have also handled the 
problems of teenage depression, suicide and abortion.  
I have put notices up in a few high schools to attract three or four more teenagers and we 
hope that some youth will filter through from the Massive group.  
“Sunday Discipleship” is provided on a roster basis by Kirsty, Sue and Wim.  
The monthly “Creative Service” under Pam’s wing is making quite an impact and 
deserves everyone’s support and we hope to encourage more youth to attend this 
service every fourth Sunday of the month.  
I would like to thank everyone in our congregation for their continuous support. The 
encouragement given by Session and the Board of Managers is truly appreciated.  

!���'�������
� Youth Coordinator 
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Taradale Mainly Music Annual Report 
 

I am pleased to report we have had another extremely successful and fun year with Mainly 
Music at St Columba.  We have two weekly sessions that are held in Fish Hall. The 
Wednesday session is co-ordinated by Margaret de la Haye and I co-ordinate the Thursday 
session.  Our Wednesday group has seen a marked growth in attendance and has a good 
turnout at the present time of an average 25 families per session, approx 45 to 55 children. 
Thursday has remained at a constant level of an average 20 families per session, approx 30 
to 40 children. 
We have had the following Theme Days over the last financial year: -  ‘Look at Me’, 
Celebrating Fathers Day, Beach Day, Christmas Celebration, Art Deco Teddy Bears Picnic, 
Easter Celebration, Celebrating Mothers Day, and ‘King and Queen’ for a day.  
Our theme days are always lots of fun and very enjoyable to all that attend. 
During this financial year Mainly Music has: 

 donated $300 to our new church playground 
 purchased three fans for the church hall and office 
 purchased new musical instruments. 

This year we have introduced Attendance Certificates for each child to say ‘well done’ to 
those that attend music on a regular basis. After attending ten sessions the child is 
presented with their certificate that they love to take home and share with their family.  
For the first two terms of 2009, we have been very fortunate to have the very capable and 
energetic help of Felix and Alex, our international exchange students. This has enabled our 
regular church helpers to have some well-deserved time off and has been much appreciated. 
Our sessions are very successful due to our church helpers who meet and greet at the front 
desks, undertake kitchen duties, play the piano and help set-up the hall and assist with 
props, etc. We thank them all for their time, energy and dedication. 
Taradale Mainly Music is a great team effort and we all enjoy working together to bring music 
and happiness to the children and parents who attend. 
(������������
Coordinator/ Thursday Team Leader 
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PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR HALO SPONSORS 
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